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BOROUGH  OF  OLDBURY. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

For  the  Year  1964. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Oldbury. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1964. 

In  presenting  this  report  I  very  much  regret  to  have  to  record 
the  untimely  death  of  Dr.  H.  Tabbush.  He  will  be  remembered  by 
his  friends  and  colleagues  for  his  long  years  of  devoted  service  to 
the  Borough. 


Vital  Statistics 

It  is  very  gratifying  that  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  has  dropped 
to  a  new  low  figure  of  12.09.  This  is  a  figure  which  is  well  below 
the  national  average.  There  are  obviously  many  factors  involved 
but  there  is  no  question  that  the  health  of  our  infants  has  never  been 
better  and  compares  favourably  with  adjoining  areas.  The  perinatal 
mortality  rate,  although  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  is  still 
reasonable.  Yet  another  year  without  a  maternal  death  can  be 
attributed  to  some  extent  to  the  high  standard  of  ante-natal  and 
obstetric  care  which  the  Borough  and  indeed  the  Country  have 
come  to  expect. 

It  has  been  a  year  in  which  we  have  been  increasingly  aware 
of  the  problems  of  immigration.  There  seems  to  have  been  an 
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upward  trend  in  the  number  of  immigrant  mothers  attending  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  Advice  is  difficult  to  give  quite  frequently 
because  of  the  language  barrier.  Many  home  visits  were  paid  to 
them  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  give  advice  on  topics  ranging  from 
Infant  Welfare  to  the  proper  use  of  paraffin  heaters  and  the  facili¬ 
ties  available  under  the  National  Health  Service.  The  remarks  of 
the  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  Mayfield,  will  not  go  unnoticed.  The  fact 
that  27%  of  the  new  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  occurred  in 
immigrants  where  it  has  previously  been  6%,  indicates  that  we 
cannot  afford  to  relax  our  vigilance  in  this  field.  Although  many 
immigrants  appear  to  settle  down  quite  happily,  there  are  others 
in  a  less  fortunate  situation,  sometimes  crowded  together  in  unsuit¬ 
able  accommodation  with  beds  in  almost  every  room.  Many  of 
their  difficulties  appear  to  be  the  result  of  living  in  an  unfamiliar 
environment.  The  problems  created  will  need  an  ever  watchful 
eye  by  the  Health  Department. 


Housing 

The  evidence  of  slum  clearance  will  be  obvious  to  anybody 
looking  round  Oldbury.  During  the  year  another  154  families 
were  rehoused  from  unfit  houses  and  101  of  them  were  accommo¬ 
dated  in  new  premises — a  third  of  the  total  number  of  new  units 
of  accommodation  erected.  This  is  a  welcome  trend  in  the  right 
direction  as  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  rehoused 
above  that  of  the  previous  year. 


Clinics 

The  work  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  does  not  appear  to 
have  diminished.  During  the  year  80%  of  the  babies  born  in  the 
Borough  were  brought  for  advice  at  one  of  the  three  clinics.  When 
we  come  to  the  Ante-natal  Clinics  we  see  a  gradually  diminishing 
demand.  This  is  largely  because  the  facilities  provided  are  also 
available  elsewhere  under  the  National  Health  Service.  The  taking 
of  blood  specimens  from  Ante-natal  patients  who  have  been  referred 
to  their  family  doctor  still  provides  a  useful  service  as  it  saves  the 
patient  a  journey  to  hospital. 
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Care  of  the  Elderly 

It  is  significant  that  70%  of  the  patients  at  the  first  visit  of  the 
District  Nurse  were  over  the  age  of  65  years.  The  care  of  the 
elderly  is  falling  increasingly  upon  the  Home  Nursing  Service. 
For  those  who  are  incontinent  the  introduction  of  incontinence 
pads  has  helped  to  alleviate  the  depressing  consequences  of  their 
affliction.  Much  useful  work  has  been  done  for  the  elderly  by 
voluntary  organisations.  A  special  mention  is  deserved  by  the 
W.V.S.  who  have  expanded  the  meals-on-wheels  service  still  further. 
Also  the  needs  of  the  elderly  are  not  being  neglected  in  the  housing 
programme  because  we  saw  the  completion  of  22  more  old  persons’ 
bungalows.  Another  welcome  addition  to  the  facilities  provided 
for  the  elderly  was  the  provision  of  a  gardening  service  by  volun¬ 
teer  students  from  the  senior  schools.  It  is  gratifying  to  see  these 
young  people  devoting  their  leisure  time  to  social  service. 


Health  Education 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  mobile  unit  of  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education  visited  the  Borough  to  give  talks 
to  school  children  about  the  danger  of  smoking.  At  the  same  time 
posters  were  displayed  in  clinics  and  public  libraries.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  those  who  saw  them  were  to  some  extent  influenced. 
However,  the  fact  seems  to  be  that  the  impact  of  such  material  is 
short  lived.  It  is  hardly  surprising  when  there  is  such  a  barrage 
of  advertising  from  the  cigarette  manufacturers.  It  would  appear 
that  many  years  of  ceaseless  warning  will  be  required  for  any  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  habit  to  occur  in  the  population  at  large. 


Welfare  of  Blind  and  Handicapped 

The  welfare  services  continued  their  good  work  during  the 
year.  A  party  of  blind  were  sent  on  holiday  to  Bournemouth  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Oldbury  Branch  of  the  Worcestershire  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Blind.  Another  noteworthy  feature  was  the  annual 
Christmas  Party  for  the  blind  to  which  so  much  is  indebted  to  the 
W.V.S.  under  the  guidance  of  Mrs.  Peters.  A  mention  must  also 
be  made  of  the  Adventurers’  Club  who  are  doing  such  good  work 
for  the  physically  handicapped. 
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Finally  I  would  like  to  acknowledge  the  help  and  advice  from 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  &  Welfare  Committee. 
I  also  take  the  opportunity  of  expressing  my  gratitude  to  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyalty  and  co-operation  and 
also  to  colleagues  in  other  departments  who  have  given  their  help 
at  all  times. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  JOANES, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  &  Welfare  Department, 
Greenwood  Avenue, 

Langley,  Oldbury. 

November,  1965. 

Tel.  No.:  BROadwell  2041/2 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name 

Situation 

Sessions 

Accommodation 

Oldbury  I.W. 

Wesley  Street, 
Oldbury 

Monday,  2  p.m. 

Consulting,  Infant 
Weighing  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Langley  I.W. 

"  The  Hollies,” 
Langley 

Wednesday  and 
Friday,  2  p.m. 

do. 

Warley  I.W. 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

Tuesday  and 

Thursday,  2  p.m. 

do. 

Oldbury  A.N. 

Wesley  Street, 
Oldbury 

Alternate  Fridays, 

2  p.m. 

Consulting  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Langley  A.N. 

”  The  Hollies,” 
Langley 

Alternate  Thurs., 

2  p.m. 

do. 

School  Clinic 

Tabernacle  Clinic, 
Oldbury 

M.O.  and  Nurse 
Daily, 

9—9-30  a.m. 

Consulting,  Treatment 
and  Waiting  Rooms 

School  Clinic 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

M.O.  and  Nurse 
Daily, 

9 — 9-30  a.m. 

do. 

School  Clinic 

”  The  Hollies,” 
Langley 

M.O.  and  Nurse 
Daily, 

9 — 9-30  a.m. 

do. 

Dental  Clinic, 
S.M.S. 

Tabernacle  Clinic, 
Oldbury 

Thursday, 

9—4-30  p.m. 
Friday, 

9 — 12  noon. 

do. 

Dental  Clinic, 
S.M.S. 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

Daily,  9 — 5  p.m. 

do. 

Scabies  Clinic 

Cleansing  Station,  By  appointment 
Brookfields  Rd., 

Langley 

Treatment  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Ophthalmic 

Clinic 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

Friday,  9  a.m. 
Alternate  Wed. 

1-30  p.m. 

Consulting,  Treatment 
and  Waiting  Rooms 

Sunray  Clinic 

”  The  Hollies,’ 
Langley 

Tuesday,  2  p.m 

Treatment  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Chest  Clinic 

Greenwood  Av. 
Langley 

Monday, 

11 — 12-30  p.m. 
and  2 — 4  p.m. 
Friday, 

11 — 12  noon 

Consulting  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Psychiatric  Clinic 

do. 

Tuesday, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

do. 
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1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  . 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate  Mid- 1964) 
Population  (Census  1961) 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  (Census  1961) 
Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  at  31.12.64  ... 
Rateable  value  (1st  April,  1964) 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (Estimated) 

General  Rate — 1964-65  ... 

Unemployment — 31st  December,  1964: — 

Wholly  unemployed — 

Men  .  ...  ...  34 

Boys  .  2 

Women  ...  .  20 

Girls  .  ...  3 


Temporary  stoppage — 

Men  . 

Boys 

Women . 

Girls  . 


16 

Nil 

4 

Nil 


3,304 
54,180 
53,948 
16,354 
17,615 
£2,320,167 
£9,300 
9s.  7d. 


} 

} 

1 


36 

23 

16 
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2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

445 

412 

857 

Illegitimate 

20 

18 

38 

Totals 

465 

430 

895 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 
Area  Comoarability-Factor 

(Births)  ^  .  0.99 

Still-births  .  17 

Deaths  .  482 

Area  Comparability-Factor 
(Deaths)  ...  ...  1.36 


16.51 


Standardised  Birth-rate  ...  16.25 
Rate  per  1,000  total  births  18.64 
Death-rate  (Crude)  ...  8.89 

Standardised  Death-rate  ...  12.09 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence 

of,  childbirth  was  Nil  . 

Death-rates  of  Infants  under  one  year: — 


Rate  per  1 .000  Births 
(Live  and  Still) 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births . 

(ID 

12.29 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate 

live  births 

(9) 

10.50 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

live  births 

(2) 

52.63 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

111 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

2 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 
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3.— BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000 
TOTAL  POPULATION. 


Live  Death 
Birth  Rate  Rate 

England  and  Wales  .  .  18.4  11.3 

OLDBURY  .  16.25  12.09 


POPULATION. 

The  Registrar-General  estimates  that  54,180  persons  were 
resident  in  the  Oldbury  area  at  Mid- 1964.  The  “natural  increase 
of  population,”  that  is,  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  during  the 
year  was  413. 


DEATHS. 

In  1964,  246  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Oldbury  area.  10 
of  these  deaths  were  persons  not  normally  resident  in  the  district, 
and  246  Oldbury  residents  died  outside  the  district.  The  aggregate 
number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  482,  representing  a  crude  death 
rate  of  8.89  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population  and  a 
standardised  death  rate  of  12.09  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
The  corresponding  figures  for  1963  were  559  total  deaths,  a  crude 
death  rate  of  10.29  and  a  standardised  death  rate  of  14.00. 

Of  the  482  deaths,  1 1  were  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
representing  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  12.29  per  thousand  live 
births.  In  1963  there  were  14  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  and 
an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  16.37  per  thousand  live  births. 

The  most  frequent  causes  of  deaths,  the  number  of  deaths  so 
registered,  and  the  corresponding  death  rates  per  thousand  of  the 
population  were: — 

Heart  Disease  ...  142  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  2.620 


Cancer 

Ill  „ 

99 

99 

2.048 

Vascular  Lesions 

49  „ 

99 

99 

0.904 

Bronchitis 

28  „ 

99 

99 

0.516 

Pneumonia 

51  „ 

99 

99 

0.941 

Tuberculosis  ... 

3  „ 

99 

99 

0.0553 

(all  forms) 


Heart  Disease  occupies  first  place  as  primary  cause  of  death. 


HEART  DISEASE. 

Of  the  142  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  heart  disease,  85  relate 
to  persons  over  the  age  of  65  and  5  were  in  respect  of  persons 
under  45  years  of  age. 
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CANCER. 


For  the  purposes  of  comparison  the  following  table  gives  a 
summary  of  deaths  from  Cancer,  and  the  age  distribution  of  those 
deaths  during  the  past  twenty  years. 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Ni 

JMBER 

Deaths 

OF 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

1 

Ag 

Distribi 

B 

JTION 

Males 

Fe¬ 

males 

Total 

0-15 

Years 

15-25 

Years 

25-45 

Years 

45-65 

Years 

65  years 
&  over 

1945 

50,040 

42 

27 

69 

1-37 

6 

29 

33 

1946 

51,890 

47 

38 

85 

1  63 

i 

2 

32 

50 

1947 

52,510 

62 

40 

102 

1  94 

10 

34 

58 

1948 

53,350 

42 

41 

83 

1  55 

11 

36 

36 

1949 

53,380 

45 

48 

93 

1-74 

5 

43 

45 

1950 

53,820 

49 

36 

85 

1-57 

i 

7 

33 

45 

1951 

53,740 

39 

36 

75 

1  -39 

l 

5 

36 

33 

1952 

53,790 

46 

36 

82 

1  52 

l 

i 

5 

33 

42 

1953 

53,820 

36 

29 

65 

1-20 

6 

29 

30 

1954 

54,030 

53 

37 

90 

1  66 

i 

8 

32 

49 

1955 

54,550 

41 

47 

88 

1  61 

i 

i 

12 

32 

42 

1956 

54,840 

54 

43 

97 

1  76 

8 

48 

41 

1957 

54,770 

51 

41 

92 

1  67 

12 

41 

39 

1958 

55,100 

41 

47 

88 

1-59 

3 

43 

42 

1959 

55.310 

60 

47 

107 

1  93 

i 

i 

4 

44 

57 

1960 

55,440 

63 

44 

107 

1-93 

i 

8 

54 

44 

1961 

54,220 

58 

35 

93 

1-71 

2 

4 

45 

42 

1962 

54,420 

51 

38 

89 

1-63 

2 

38 

49 

1963 

54,280 

55 

51 

106 

1-95 

i 

9 

47 

49 

1964 

54,180 

68 

43 

111 

2  04 

F 1 

6 

48 

56 

An  analysis  of  the  deaths  from  malignant  disease  shows  that 
the  site  of  the  cancer  causing  death  was  as  follows: — 


No. 

MALE 

Age 

Range 

Average 

Age 

No. 

FEMALE 

Age 

Range 

Average 

Age 

Respiratory  Tract: 

(a)  Larynx 

2 

60-80 

70 

(b)  Bronchus 

18 

50-80 

63 

1 

60 

60 

(c)  Lungs 

15 

49-78 

65 

— 

— 

— 

Intestinal  Tract: 

(a)  Oesophagus 

— 

— 

— 

1 

72 

72 

(b)  Stomach 

9 

51-75 

66 

6 

62-73 

68 

(c)  Colon 

6 

73-84 

78 

4 

35-68 

59 

(d)  Rectum 

3 

63-78 

69 

3 

48-69 

62 

(e)  Liver 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65 

65 

(f)  Gall  Bladder 

1 

83 

83 

2 

65-80 

72 

14 


No. 

Genito-urinary  Organs: 

MALE 

Age 

Range 

Average 

Age 

No. 

FEMALE 

Age 

Range 

(a)  Ovary 

...  — 

— 

— 

3 

39-53 

(b)  Uterus 

...  — 

— 

— 

1 

63 

(c)  Cervix 

...  — 

— 

— 

3 

51-68 

(d)  Kidney 

...  1 

79 

79 

1 

44 

(e)  Bladder 

...  1 

66 

66 

1 

67 

Glands: 

(a)  Prostate 

...  3 

63-86 

77 

— 

— 

(b)  Breast 

...  — 

— 

— 

6 

42-64 

(c)  Pancreas 

...  5 

47-73 

63 

2 

74-87 

Brain 

...  3 

46-68 

55 

3 

44-59 

Skin 

...  1 

20 

20 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

— 

— 

— 

5 

53-82 

68  20-86  66  43  35-87 


Average 

Age 

47 

63 

62 

44 

67 


53 

80 

53 


62 

61 


Totals 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

28  cases  were  notified  compared  with  56  in  1963.  The  disease 
in  the  main  was  mild  in  character  and  of  relatively  little  signifi¬ 
cance. 

Pneumonia. 

17  cases  were  notified  and  51  deaths  reported  during  the  year. 

Influenza. 

There  were  no  deaths  in  1964  as  compared  with  1  in  1963. 

Erysipelas. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  181  cases  of  Measles  and  51  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  notified  during  the  year.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to 
these  diseases. 

Meningococcal  Infection. 

One  case  was  notified  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  tables  have  been  supplied  by  the  Chest  Physi¬ 
cian,  Dr.  R.  B.  Mayfield,  who  comments: — 


LANGLEY  CHEST  CLINIC,  1964. 
Clinic  Attendances. 


Year 

New  cases 
other  than 
Contacts 

New 

Contacts 

Total 

New  and  Old 

Notifications 
of  T.B. 

Average 

1954—58 

304 

113 

2848 

51 

Average 

1959—63 

339 

72 

2682 

27 

1964 

300 

88 

2002 

26 
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PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  OLDBURY. 

The  total  of  clinic  attendances  has  again  fallen  in  1964  in  line 
with  the  lower  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  recent  years.  Old 
patients  are  required  to  attend  less  often  and  are  eventually  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  Register.  The  number  of  new  cases  referred  to 
the  Chest  Clinic  is  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  decline  in  the  number  of  new  notifications  seems  to  have 
halted  during  the  last  few  years,  being  partly  maintained  at  its 
present  level  by  increased  incidence  of  tuberculosis  amongst  im¬ 
migrants  from  overseas.  In  1964  27  per  cent,  of  new  notifications 
were  immigrants  (5  Asiatics,  1  West  Indian  and  1  Yugoslav)  com¬ 
pared  with  an  average  of  6  per  cent,  immigrant  notifications  in  the 
previous  four  years.  The  numbers  are  small  and  the  increase 
might  be  thought  to  be  a  chance  variation  and  of  no  particular  sig¬ 
nificance  with  regard  to  the  future,  but  for  the  fact  that  a  similar 
trend  has  occurred  in  other  neighbouring  industrial  areas.  Con¬ 
sequently.  the  Tuberculosis  Service,  which  we  all  hope  might  grad¬ 
ually  become  redundant,  must  instead  be  maintained  at  full  strength 
until  the  future  can  be  seen  more  clearly.  It  may  even  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  expand  once  more  the  accommodation  for  in-patient  treat¬ 
ment  while  appropriate  counter-measures  are  taking  effect.  Prob¬ 
ably  the  most  effective  counter-measure  that  could  be  adopted 
would  be  chest  radiography  of  all  long-stay  immigrants  at  the  port 
of  entry  to  this  Country.  To  this  might  be  added  tuberculin  test¬ 
ing.  These  two  measures  would  enable  treatment  to  be  offered 
promptly  to  those  who  needed  it,  and  B.C.G.  inoculation  could  be 
offered  to  such  as  might  benefit.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to 
arrange  for  immigrants  to  have  their  chests  x-rayed  after  they  have 
settled  here,  but  these  examinations  could  be  done  more  efficiently 
and  with  more  certainty  at  the  port  of  arrival.  Apart  from  these 
measures  there  is  no  doubt  that  over-crowding  favours  the  spread 
of  tuberculosis  and  anything  that  can  be  done  to  alleviate  this  and 
raise  the  standard  of  living  generally  would  be  beneficial  to  immi¬ 
grant  population,  as  it  has  been  to  our  own  people. 

So  far  in  Oldbury  no  serious  difficulty  has  arisen,  and  the 
measures  already  existing  in  this  Country  for  tuberculosis  control 
will  no  doubt  cope  with  the  situation.  It  does,  however,  seem 
likely  that  the  end  of  tuberculosis,  which  we  all  thought  was  draw¬ 
ing  near,  is  likely  to  be  postponed. 
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The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  1948  to  1964. 

Notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  —  New  Cases. 


Year 

Total 

Sex 

0-15 

Years 

15-25 

Years 

25-35 

Years 

35-45 

Years 

45-55 

Years 

55  Years 
&  over 

1948 

59 

Male 

35 

4 

15 

4 

6 

2 

4 

Female 

24 

6 

7 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1949 

65 

Male 

44 

6 

7 

5 

8 

7 

11 

Female 

21 

1 

6 

6 

7 

1 

1950 

56 

Male 

38 

1 

9 

11 

6 

7 

4 

Female 

18 

4 

4 

6 

4 

1951 

70 

Male 

4 

5 

8 

10 

3 

12 

6 

Female 

46 

6 

11 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1952 

54 

Male 

28 

3 

3 

5 

6 

9 

2 

Female 

26 

2 

6 

6 

6 

3 

3 

1953 

56 

Male 

30 

4 

3 

5 

4 

11 

3 

Female 

26 

4 

11 

4 

6 

1 

1954 

61 

Male 

37 

3 

12 

9 

4 

3 

6 

Female 

24 

4 

12 

6 

2 

1955 

50 

Male 

31 

3 

4 

6 

5 

3 

10 

Female 

19 

5 

6 

6 

2 

1956 

38 

Male 

22 

1 

5 

6 

6 

2 

2 

Female 

16 

3 

5 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1957 

35 

Male 

23 

3 

6 

3 

2 

2 

7 

Female 

12 

2 

6 

4 

1958 

44 

Male 

28 

1 

5 

3 

2 

5 

12 

Female 

16 

7 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1959 

27 

Male 

16 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Female 

11 

1 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1960 

18 

Male 

12 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Female 

6 

2 

i 

3 

1961 

31 

Male 

13 

2 

3 

l 

2 

1 

4 

Female 

18 

4 

2 

l 

6 

2 

3 

1962 

24 

Male 

14 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

3 

Female 

10 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

7 

1963 

21 

Male 

12 

1 

2 

2 

7 

Female 

9 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1964 

18 

Male 

9 

5 

2 

1 

1 

Female 

9 

i 

3 

2 

3 

Eight  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  in 
1964. 


Cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows: — 

Male  Female 

Pulmonary  .  (277)  232  (200)  172 

Nor.-Pulmonary  .  (23)  18  (16)  16 

Figures  for  1963  in  brackets. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  sex  and  age  groups  of  the 
deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  since  1945: — 


Year 

Total 

Death 

Rate 

Sex 

0-15 

Years 

15-25 

Years 

25-35 

Years 

35-45 

Years 

45-55 

Years 

55  years 
&  over 

1945 

26 

•52 

Male 

16 

4 

2 

3 

7 

Female  10 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1946 

38 

■73 

Male 

23 

1 

2 

7 

4 

2 

7 

Female  15 

2 

2 

5 

1 

2 

3 

1947 

27 

•51 

Male 

20 

4 

4 

5 

2 

5 

Female 

7 

1 

3 

3 

•  • 

1948 

15 

•28 

Male 

8 

3 

1 

4 

Female 

7 

2 

2 

3 

.  • 

1949 

28 

•52 

Male 

16 

1 

2 

1 

6 

3 

3 

Female  12 

5 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1950 

13 

•24 

Male 

8 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Female 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1951 

15 

•27 

Male 

12 

3 

3 

6 

Female 

3 

2 

1 

1952 

13 

■24 

Male 

8 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Female 

5 

2 

3 

1953 

11 

•20 

Male 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Female 

5 

2 

i 

1 

1 

1954 

12 

•22 

Male 

10 

1 

l 

8 

Female 

2 

•• 

2 

1955 

6 

•11 

Male 

5 

1 

2 

2 

Female 

1 

1 

1956 

3 

•05 

Male 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Female 

— 

1957 

7 

•12 

Male 

7 

4 

3 

Female 

— 

1958 

4 

•07 

Male 

2 

1 

1 

Female 

2 

i 

1 

1959 

Nil 

Nil 

1960 

2 

■036 

Male 

1 

1 

Female  1 

i 

1961 

2 

•036 

Male 

2 

1 

1 

Female  — 

1962 

Nil 

Nil 

1963 

5 

092 

Male 

5 

5 

Female  — 

1964 

2 

036 

Male 

2 

1 

1 

Female  — 

•  • 
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TUBERCULOSIS  CASES,  1964. 


t r ) 

J 

< 

Analysis  of  Additions  and  Deletions 

H 

O 

H 

No.  on  Register  at  1-1-64 . 

277 

c/3 

Primary  Notifications 

9 

R 

M 

O 

Heard  of  otherwise  (Death  Returns) 

1 

'S 

Restored  to  Register . 

— 

E 

A 

< 

Inward  Transfers 

4 

S 

L 

in 

G 

_o 

Died  ...  ...  . 

Recovered  . 

9 

36 

P 

E 

jd 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

— 

I 

Outward  Transfers  ... 

14 

No.  on  Register  at  31-12-64 

232 

R 

A 

No.  on  Register  at  1-1-64  ... 

200 

F 

C/3 

G 

Primary  Notifications  . 

9 

T 

E 

Heard  of  otherwise  (Death  Returns) 

— 

O 

'B 

Restored  to  Register... 

1 

M 

< 

Inward  Transfers 

5 

R 

A 

C/3 

Died 

1 

T 

_o 

Recovered 

27 

Y 

L 

E 

<u 

Q 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

Outward  Transfers  ...  . 

15 

No.  on  Register  at  31-12-64 

172 

N 

No.  on  Register  at  1-1-64 . 

23 

C/3 

G 

Primary  Notifications 

1 

O 

M 

O 

Heard  of  otherwise  (Death  Returns ) 

— 

'B 

Restored  to  Register... 

— 

N 

A 

c 

Inward  Transfers 

— 

L 

c n 

Died  ...  . 

1 

R 

E 

E 

O 

JD 

Recovered 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

4 

Q 

Outward  Transfers  ... 

1 

S 

No.  on  Register  at  31-12-64 

18 

p 

I 

I 

No.  on  Register  at  1-1-64  ... 

16 

R 

F 

C/3 

G 

Primary  Notifications 

7 

A 

T? 

C 

Heard  of  otherwise  (Death  Returns) 

1 

t 

'S 

Restored  to  Register... 

— 

T 

M 

< 

Inward  Transfers  . 

— 

O 

A 

C/3 

Died  ...  ...  ...  . 

1 

R 

L 

E 

O 

J5 

Recovered  ...  . 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

6 

Y 

C 

Outward  Transfers . 

1 

No.  on  Register  at  31-12-64 

16 

DEATHS — All  the  Deaths  removed  from  Register  may  not  have  actually 
occurred  during  1964 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  50. 

On  no  occasion  did  the  Council  have  to  bear  the  cost  of  burial 
during  the  year. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  and  National  Assistance 
(Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to  resort  to  Section  47  in 
order  to  remove,  to  suitable  premises,  a  person  in  need  of  care  and 
attention. 

Mortuary. 

During  the  year  47  bodies  were  removed  to  the  Mortuary  and 
in  each  instance  a  post-mortem  was  conducted. 

Medical  Examinations. 

The  staff  of  the  department  carried  out  136  medical  examina¬ 
tions  for  superannuation  and  employment  purposes. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Housing. 

Increased  housing  accommodation  is  still  an  urgent  necessity 
in  the  Borough.  Re-housing  of  tuberculous  cases  continues  to 
merit  top  priority,  but  families  living  in  overcrowded  or  insanitary 
accommodation  are  also  given  due  consideration. 


The  Housing  Manager  informs  me  that  he  received  457  (289 
sub-tenants,  168  tenants)  new  applications  during  the  year,  divisible 
into  the  following  groups: — 


315  with  no  children 
87  with  one  child. 
31  with  2  children. 
13  with  3  children. 


7  with  4  children. 
2  with  5  children. 
1  with  6  children. 
1  with  7  children. 


Total  applications  on  Housing  Register  at  31.12.64: — 

Sub-Tenants  .  ...  ...  1,100 

Tenants  .  1,237 

The  Borough  Architect  has  supplied  the  following  figures: — 

Number  of  dwellings  completed  by  the  Corporation  333 

Number  of  dwellings  completed  by  Smethwick 

Corporation  . 290 

Number  of  dwellings  completed  by  private  contrac¬ 
tors  . 132 

Number  of  dwellings  in  course  of  erection  at 
31.12.64: — 

Oldbury  Corporation  ...  .  665 

Private  .  67 

Number  of  permanent  dwellings  erected  since 

8.5.1945  4,631 
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Water  Supply. 

198  houses  in  the  area  are  supplied  with  water  from  mains  by 
means  of  standpipes.  The  approximate  population  so  served  is 
607  The  remaining  houses  and  population  in  the  area  receive 
water  from  mains  direct  to  individual  houses. 

Specimen  results  from  analysis  by  the  County  Analyst  are  as 


follows: — 

Physical  Characters 

Zone  1 

Zone  2 

Zone  3 

Colour . 

Colourless 

Colourless 

Colourless 

Odour . 

None 

None 

None 

Deposit  . 

None 

None 

None 

PH . 

7.3 

7.6 

7.8 

Chemical  Examination. 

Solids  in  solution  (Dried 
at  180°C.)  . 

Solids  in  solution  (After 

315 

225 

240 

ignition)  . 

235 

125 

155 

Chlorine  present  as  chloride  28 

17 

20 

Hardness — non-carbonate 

152 

48 

68 

Hardness — carbonate  ... 

104 

104 

118 

Hardness,  total 

256 

152 

186 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.02 

Trace 

0.03 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen... 

0.12 

Nil 

0.11 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

2.3 

5.8 

7.2 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 
Permanganate  Value  (4 

Nil 

Trace 

0.002 

hours  at  27°C.) 

1.45 

0.40 

0.40 

Toxic  Metals 

None 

None 

Nil 

detected 

detected 

Total  Residual  Chlorine 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

Fluorine 

— 

— 

— 

Synthetic  Detergents  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Phosphates  (P04) 

— 

— 

— 

Note — To  convert  the  above  parts  per  million  to  grains 
per  gallon,  multiply  by  0.07. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli: — 

In  two  days  at  37°C.  Nil  per  Nil  per  Nil  per 

100  m.l.  100  m.l.  100  m.l. 

Nil  per  Nil  per  Nil  per 

100  m.l.  100  m.l.  100  m.l. 


Bact.  Coli  Type  1  ... 
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SERVICES  DELEGATED  BY  THE 
WORCESTERSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


Chief  Statistics,  1964. 

Registrar-General’s  Figures. 

Live  Births .  895 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  .  16.25 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  ...  4.24 

Still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  .  18.64 

Total  live  and  still-births .  912 

Infant  deaths  .  11 

Infant  Mortality  Rates — 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  12.29 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  .  10.50 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  .  52.63 

Neo-natal  (under  4  weeks)  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total 

live  births  ...  .  .  10.05 

Early  neo-natal  (under  1  week)  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

total  live  births  .  ...  8.93 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under  1 

week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births)  27.41 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  .  Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  ...  — 

Births. 

The  total  of  895  live  births  is  divisible  into  465  boys  and  430 
girls,  giving  a  standardised  live  birth-rate  of  16.25  per  thousand 
estimated  population. 

Of  the  895  live  births,  38  were  illegitimate  (20  boys  and  18 
girls).  One  illegitimate  still-birth  was  notified. 

Still-births. 

There  were  17  still-births  registered  during  1964,  giving  a  still¬ 
birth  rate  of  18.64  per  thousand  live  and  still-births,  or  0.31  still¬ 
births  per  thousand  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  1963, 
when  the  number  of  still-births  was  14;  the  still-birth  rate  16.11 
per  thousand  live  and  still-births,  or  0.25  still-births  per  thousand 
population. 
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TOTAL 

Over  4  lb.  15  oz.  up  to  and 

including  5  lb.  8  oz. 

Over  4  lbs.  6  oz.  up  to  and 

including  4  lb.  15  oz. 

Over  3  lb.  4  oz.  up  to  and 

including  4  lb.  6  oz. 

Over  2  lb.  3  oz.  up  to  and 

including  3  lb.  4  oz. 

2  lb.  3  oz.  or  less 

r. 

WEIGHT 

AT 

BIRTH 

42 

so 

VO 

o 

1 

] 

Total 

births 

Born  in 

Hospital 

PREMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

U> 

t— k 

1 

- 

- 

! 

Within 

24 

hours 

of 

birth 

Died 

t— k 

- 

1 

I 

1 

1 

In  1 
and 
under 
7 

days 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

In  7 
and 
under 
28 

days 

\D 

N> 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

births 

Nursed  entirely  at  home 
or  in  a  nursing  home 

Born  at  home  or  in  a  nursing  home 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Within 

24 

hours 

of 

birth 

Died 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

In  1 
and 
under 
7 

days 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

In  7 
and 
under 
28 

days 

- 

to 

- 

1 

- 

Total 

births 

Transferred  to  hospital 
on  or  before  28th  day 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Within 

24 

hours 

of 

birth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

In  1 
and 
under 
7 

days 

Died 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

In  7 
and 
under 
28 

days 

“ 

1 

L* 

•e* 

to 

In 

hospital 

td 

o 

PREMATURE 

STILLBIRTHS 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

At 

home 
or  in  a 
nursing 
home 

*-» 

a 

Premature  Births  —  1964 
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Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  1 1  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  and 

9  of  these  deaths  occurred  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  This 
is  equivalent  to  an  Infant  mortality  rate  of  12.29  per  thousand  live 

births. 


The  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  ten  years  are: — 


1954  ...  22  deaths  or  29.53  per  1,000  live  births 


1955  ... 

16 

21.88 

~  3 - 

» 

9* 

1956  ... 

15 

18.67 

99 

99 

1957  ... 

19 

24.35 

99 

99 

1958  ... 

22 

29.37 

99 

99 

1959  ... 

17 

21.76 

99 

99 

1960  ... 

18 

21.92 

99 

99 

1961  ... 

»XO  „ 

23.09 

99 

99 

1962  ... 

18 

21.87 

55 

99 

1963  ... 

14 

16.37 

99 

99 

An  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  of  infants  will  be  found  in 
the  following  table:— 


Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1Q64 
Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under 
One  Year  of  Age 


CAUSE 

OF 

DEATH 

Days 

Total 

under 

1 

Week 

Weeks 

Total 

under 

4 

weeks 

Months 

Total 

under 

1 

Year 

0-1 

3-4 

4-5 

1-2 

1-3 

3-6 

Prematurity 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Hydrocephalus 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Adrenal  Hypoplasia 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Hyaline  Membrane  Dis. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Anoxia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

6 

1 

1 

8 

1 

9 

1 

1 

11 
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Perinatal  Mortality  Rate. 

The  following  table  gives  the  Oldbury  and  the  England  and 
Wales  Rates  for  the  past  ten  years: — 


Year 

Stillbirth 

Rate 

(Per  l,000Total  Births) 

Neonatal 

R< 

(Per  1,000 

Mortality 

ite 

Live  Births) 

Perinatal 

R; 

(Per  1,0001 

Mortality 

ite 

'otal  Births) 

Oldbury 

England 
and  Wales 

Oldbury 

England 
and  Wales 

Oldbury 

England 
and  Wales 

1964 

18.64 

16.3 

9.86 

13.8 

27.41 

28.2 

1963 

16.11 

17.2 

12.65 

14.2 

24.16 

29.3 

1962 

28.33 

18.1 

19.44 

15.1 

44.86 

30.8 

1961 

11.41 

19.1 

19.63 

15.5 

26.25 

32.2 

1960 

24.94 

19.8 

18.27 

15.6 

40.38 

32.9 

1959 

29.81 

21.0 

12.80 

15.8 

42.23 

34.2 

1958 

17.06 

21.6 

18.69 

16.2 

32.80 

35.1 

1957 

28.64 

22.5 

16.66 

16.5 

43.58 

36.2 

1956 

21.92 

22.9 

13.69 

16.8 

34.10 

36.8 

1955 

22.72 

23.2 

16.41 

17.3 

36.09 

37.6 

Illegitimate  Live  Births. 


The  Illegitimate  Live  Birth  Rate  shows  a  decrease  on  the  fig¬ 
ure  for  the  previous  year. 


Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

%  of  Total 
Births 

1964 

38 

.70 

4.24 

1963 

51 

.93 

5.86 

1962 

48 

.88 

5.83 

1961 

43 

.79 

4.96 

1960 

36 

.64 

4.38 

1959 

24 

.43 

3.07 

1958 

32 

.58 

4.27 

1957 

28 

.51 

3.58 

1956 

16 

.29 

1.99 

1955 

23 

.42 

3.14 

1954 

25 

.46 

3.35 

1953 

32 

.59 

3.97 

1952 

27 

.50 

3.61 

1951 

28 

.52 

3.54 

1950 

38 

.70 

4.51 

1949 

44 

.824 

5.26 

1948 

30 

.562 

3.26 

1947 

36 

.685 

3.43 

1946 

53 

1.023 

5.14 

1945 

54 

1.079 

5.21 

1944 

28 

.557 

2.52 

1943 

31 

.618 

2.73 

1942 

23 

.469 

2.24 

1941 

18 

.364 

2.08 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  1964. 

Midwives  Act,  1936. 

An  indication  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Domiciliary 
Midwives  during  the  year  can  be  obtained  from  the  following 

table: — 


Year 

CONFINEMENTS 

Hospital  Discharges 
before  14th  day 
(1954-60) 

before  10th  day 

1961 

Domiciliary  cases  wholly 

Breast  Fed  at  14th  day 

(1961  -  10th  day) 

Natal 

Visits 

DOCTOR  BOOKED 

Total 

No 

Yes 

Present 

at 

Delivery 

Prese 

Deli 

nt  at 
very 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Cases 

Visits 

Ante 

Post 

1954 

_ 

17 

40 

218 

275 

338 

926 

218 

2124 

26 

1955 

— 

16 

21 

261 

298 

314 

989 

218 

1482 

2 

1956 

— 

7 

20 

259 

286 

459 

1313 

212 

1622 

— 

1957 

1 

6 

20 

249 

273 

552 

1625 

207 

1990 

— 

1958 

— 

3 

25 

221 

249 

417 

1955 

177 

1971 

— 

1959 

_ 

2 

21 

220 

243 

419 

2167 

157 

2045 

— 

1960 

_ 

10 

27 

277 

314 

426 

2263 

214 

2274 

— 

1961 

1 

5 

27 

251 

284 

380 

1674 

181 

1745 

1 

1962 

1 

6 

23 

259 

289 

393 

1320 

183 

2309 

1 

1963 

— 

— 

33 

287 

320 

412 

1465 

184 

2049 

— 

1964 

— 

3 

35 

283 

321 

512 

1691 

131 

2153 

— 

Congenital  Malformations. 

Provision  is  made  on  the  Birth  Notification  Card  for  the  noti¬ 
fication  of  any  malformation  of  a  child,  observable  at  the  time  of 
birth.  During  the  year  11  such  notifications  were  received,  10  in 
respect  of  live  births  and  1  still-birth.  4  of  the  confinements  were 
domiciliary  and  7  institutional. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

This  service  was  made  available  to  all  expectant  mothers  from 
May  1948.  Out  of  321  domiciliary  cases,  242  or  75.4  per  cent, 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  73.4  per  cent,  in  1963. 

Notifications  received  from  Midwives. 

The  following  notifications  were  received 
practising  in  the  Borough: — 

Sending  for  medical  aid . 

Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection 
Death  of  mother  and/or  child  ... 

Laying  out  of  dead  . 

Abortions  and  still-births 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  wras  one  case  during  the  year. 


from  midwives 

128 

2 
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MEDICAL  AID. 

Medical  aid  was  summoned  by  Midwives  on  128  occasions  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year  and  a  summary  of  the  requests  received  is 
set  out  below.  In  all  instances  a  Medical  Practitioner  had  arranged 
to  provide  the  patient  with  maternity  medical  services  under  the 
National  Health  Service. 


Mother  — 

Ruptured  perineum  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Episiotomy  .  1 

Excessive  lochia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Phlebitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Obstetric  shock  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Breast  abscess  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Retained  placenta  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Prolonged  stage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Delayed  first  stage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Delayed  second  stage  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Delayed  third  stage  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Foetal  distress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premature  labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ruptured  membranes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cracked  nipples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Abnormal  presentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Baby  — 

Discharging  eye  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Septic  spot  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Meconium  Stained  Liquor  ...  ...  ...  3 

Asphyxia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Loss  of  weight  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cyanosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Vomiting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Green  motion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Accommodation  for  Maternity  Cases. 

The  total  number  of  births  notified  as  having  occurred  in 
Hospitals,  etc.,  outside  the  Borough  was  599. 


Hallam  Hospital,  West  Bromwich 

Living 
...  333 

Still-born 

11 

Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital 

21 

— 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital.  Selly  Oak 

17 

— 

Marston  Green  Maternity  Hospital 

1 

— 

St.  Chad’s  Hospital  ... 

164 

2 

Sorrento  Maternity  Hospital 

2 

— 

Selly  Oak  Hospital  ... 

3 

— 

Dudley  Road  Hospital 

Women’s  Hospital 

20 

— 

4 

— 

Copthorne  Hospital  ... 

2 

— 

Bromsgrove  Hospital 

...  — 

1 

Lyncroft  House  Maternity  Home  ... 

1 

— 

Mary  Stevens’  Maternity  Home 

3 

— 

Lordswood  Maternity  Home 

7 

— 

Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home 

7 

— 

585  14 


Totals 


28 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

The  attendances  at  the  respective  clinics  were  as  follows: — 


Old 

3URY 

Lan 

3LEY 

Totals 

 .  1 

1964 

1963 

196 

1963 

1964 

1963 

Number  of  Sessions 

24 

22 

25 

25 

49 

47 

New  Ante-Natal 
Cases  . . 

18 

8 

20 

17 

38 

25 

Total  attendances 

140 

58 

112 

91 

152 

149 

Average  per  Ses¬ 
sion 

1-6 

2-6 

4-5 

3-4 

31 

3-1 

Blood  Test  only  . . 

73 

57 

202 

184 

275 

241 

Hospital  booking 
only 

85 

86 

102 

118 

187 

204 

The  number  of  38  new  cases  is  4.1  per  cent,  of  the  total  regis¬ 
tered  births  for  the  district. 

Routine  blood  samples  for  the  investigation  of  the  Rhesus 
Factor,  Wasserman  Reaction  and  Haemoglobin  estimation  are  now 
taken  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  and  the  results  so  far  obtained 
undoubtedly  justify  the  continuance  of  this  procedure.  This  ser¬ 
vice  is  available  to  the  patients  of  General  Practitioners  on  request. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  three  clinics  at  Langley,  Oldbury  and  Warley  continued 
to  serve  the  Borough  throughout  the  year.  Two  sessions  per  week 
were  held  at  Langley  and  Warley,  and  one  session  per  week  at 
Oldbury. 

736  babies  under  the  age  of  1  year  attended  the  Clinics  for  the 
first  time.  This  represented  82.2  per  cent,  of  the  registered  live 
births.  44  children  between  1  and  2  years  and  95  children  between 
the  age  of  2  and  5  years  attended  the  Clinics  for  the  first  time  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

The  table  overleaf  gives  particulars  of  attendances  at  the  three 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 
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Mothercraft  Classes. 

A  Mothercraft  Class  is  held  every  fortnight  at  the  Welfare 
Centre,  Bleakhouse  Road,  Warley. 

Relaxation  Class. 

A  Relaxation  Class  for  expectant  mothers  is  held  on  alternate 
Wednesdays  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  Bleakhouse  Road,  Warley. 
229  attendances  were  made  at  24  sessions. 

Post-Natal  Clinics 

Attendances  are,  on  the  whole,  disappointing,  but  this  is  now 
largely  due  to  the  obligation  of  Doctors  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  to  carry  out  routine  post-natal  examinations  on 
their  Maternity  cases. 

Work  of  the  Health  Visitors. 

During  the  year  9,067  effective  visits  were  made  to  homes  in 
the  district  and  728  sessions  were  taken  up  by  attendance  at  Ante- 
Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  Futile  visits  amounted  to  1,043. 

The  work  undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitors  can  be  summar¬ 
ised  as  follows: — 

No.  of  Cases  Visited. 

At  the  request  of  a 


G.P.  or  Hospital  Total 

Children  born  in  1964  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  898 

Children  born  in  1963  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  760 

Children  born  in  1959-62  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  1.694 


Total  ...  —  3.352 


Persons  aged  65  and  over  ...  ...  ...  5  22 

Persons  mentally  disordered  ...  ...  1  128 

Persons  discharged  from  hospital  ...  ...  1  2 

Households —Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  —  375 

Households — Other  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  —  32 


Voluntary  Committees. 

A  Voluntary  Committee  operates  at  each  Infant  Welfare 
Clinic  and  their  efforts  in  maintaining  the  happy  relationship  at 
our  clinics  and  successfully  arranging  social  functions  in  the  form 
of  outings,  sales  of  work  and  competitions  are  very  much  appre¬ 
ciated. 

Sale  of  Dried  Milk  and  Other  Foods. 

During  the  year  dried  milk  and  other  foods  to  the  value  of 
£3,276  3s.  Od.  were  sold  at  the  Welfare  Clinics. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods. 

The  distribution  of  welfare  foods  continued  during  the  year 
from  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  also  from  the  Central  Depot 
established  at  the  Offices,  Greenwood  Avenue,  Langley,  Oldbury. 
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During  the  year  the  following  items  were  distributed: — 


National  Dried  Milk — Full  Cream 

Half  Cream 

Cod  Liver  Oil  . 

Vitamin  A  and  D  Tablets 
Orange  Juice 


6,733  tins. 

101  tins. 

696  bottles. 
470  packets. 
9,296  bottles. 


Ophthalmic  Treatment. 

Those  children  attending  the  Welfare  Clinics  noted  to  be 
suffering  from  defective  vision  or  other  <?ye  conditions  are  sent  to 
Mr.  Guy  F.  G.  Siggins,  the  Ophthalmic  Specialist,  at  the  School 
Clinic. 

During  1964  29  new  cases  attended  and  the  following  con¬ 
ditions  were  found  to  have  been  present: — 

Strabismus  ...  .  ...  8 

Hypermetropic  astigmatism  ...  ...  2 

No  defect  found .  ...  19 


Medical  Inspection  of  Pre-School  Children 
between  3  and  5  years  of  age. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  finding  of  medical  inspec¬ 
tions  during  1964: — 

Physical  condition — Satisfactory  .  431  (100.0%) 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  —  (  —  ) 


Total  ...  431 


Defects  found  and 

referred 

for  treatment: — 

Skin 

...  11 

Lung  defect  ... 

Eye  defects . 

...  17 

Developmental 

Ear  defects  ... 

4 

Orthopaedic  ... 

Nose  and  Throat 

2 

Nervous  system 

Defective  speech 

1 

Psychological 

Lymphatic  glands  ... 

— 

Abdomen 

Heart  and  Circulation 

— 

Other  defects 

1 

4 

1 


Dental  Treatment — 

Pre-School  Children  and  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

Expectant  and  Children  under 


New  Patients:  Examined 

Nursing 

Mothers 

18 

five  years 
53 

Requiring  treatment 

17 

50 

Patients  Treated:  First  visits 

16 

48 

Subsequent  visits 

26 

13 

Made  dentally  fit 

11 

39 

Scale  and  gum  treatment 

7 

— 

Fillings 

23 

31 

Silver  Nitrate  treatment 

— 

10 

Crowns  or  inlays  ... 

— 

— 

Extractions 

29 

59 

Other  operations 

— 

3 

General  anaesthetics 

— 

18 

Impression 

2 

— 

Bite 

2 

— 

Try-in  . 

4 

— 

Denture  provided:  Full  ... 

4 

— 

Partial 

— 

— 

Radiographs 

5 

1 
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Family  Planning. 

The  Oldbury  and  District  Family  Planning  Association  con¬ 
tinued  their  sessions  at  the  Warley  Clinic,  Bleakhouse  Road, 
Warley,  each  Wednesday  from  6.30 — 7.30  p.m.  There  were  1,773 
attendances  at  57  sessions. 

266  new  patients  attended  during  the  year,  the  source  of 
reference  is  set  out  in  the  following  table: — 


Source 

Health  Visitors,  Midwives,  Local  Authority  Staff  ...  14 

Family  Doctors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Clinic  Patient  or  Friend  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Press.  Radio,  T.V.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Transferred  from  other  clinics  ...  ...  ...  — 

Telephone  Directory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

F.P.A. — Central  Office  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Marriage  Guidance  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  sources  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Home  Nursing. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  nursing  staff  was  6.  The  follow¬ 
ing  table  summarises  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year:— 


Cases 

Attended 

Visits 

Paid 

Medical  . . 

481 

18,099 

Surgical . 

95 

3,441 

Infectious  Disease 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  . 

1 

116 

Maternal  Complications 

3 

20 

Others  . 

50 

282 

Total 

630 

21,958 

Age  of  Patient  Over  65 

340 

14,679 

at  First  Visit  Under  5 

45 

218 

Patients  who  had  More  than 
24  Visits  in  Year 

192 

18,559 

Home  Helps. 

This  service  is  organised  by  the  local  branch  of  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service  and  during  the  year  domestic  help  was  provided 
in  18  maternity  cases,  150  cases  over  65  years  on  first  attendance 
and  30  other  cases.  There  were  27  part-time  (equivalent  to  14 
whole-time)  and  1  whole-time  Home  Helps  employed  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 
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Incontinence  Pads. 

Incontinence  Pads  are  available  as  envisaged  in  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  14/63  and  this  provision  is  not  restricted  to  the 
Home  Nursing  Service. 


Vaccination. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  primary 
vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  past  ten  years: — 


Year 

Under 

1  year 

Age 

1-4 

years 

Group 

5-14 

years 

15  years 
&  over 

Clinic 

General 

Practitioner 

Total 

1955 

217 

17 

10 

6 

126 

124 

250 

1956 

208 

13 

1 

6 

107 

121 

228 

1957 

289 

25 

15 

13 

128 

214 

342 

1958 

318 

27 

9 

14 

149 

219 

368 

1959 

353 

32 

12 

25 

220 

202 

422 

1960 

479 

46 

15 

17 

302 

255 

557 

1961 

462 

35 

34 

9 

272 

268 

540 

1962 

531 

364 

1,438 

1,932 

423 

3,842 

4,265 

1963 

310 

39 

8 

24 

272 

109 

381 

1964 

426 

116 

3 

11 

376 

180 

556 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

In  all,  775  children  were  immunised  in  1964,  695  under  5  years 
of  age  and  80  between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  and  in  addition  1,144 
reinforcing  injections  were  given,  mainly  to  children  aged  5  years. 

Details  of  the  state  of  Immunisation  at  the  31st  December, 
1964,  are  shown  in  Tables  IVa  and  TVb. 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  doses  administered  during 
the  year: — 


Primary  Immunisation  during  1964- 


AGE  GROUP 

Number  of  persons  who 
had  received : 

TOTAL 

SALK 

ORAL 

Second  Injection 

Three  doses 

(a)  Children  born  in  1964 

— 

111 

111 

( b )  Children  born  in  1963 

5 

423 

428 

(c)  Children  born  in  1962 

3 

115 

118 

(d)  Children  born  in  1961 

1 

36 

37 

(e)  Children  and  young 
persons  born  in  years 
1943-1960 

7 

112 

119 

(/)  Young  persons  born 
in  years  1933-1942 

5 

28 

33 

( g )  Others 

1 

20 

21 

(h)  Total 

22 

845 

867 

Reinforcing  Doses 


SALK  INJECTIONS 


Third  or 
4th  Quadruple 


24 


Fourth  or 
5th  Quadruple 


11 


ORAL  DOSES  AFTER 


2  Salk  Injections 


66 


3  Salk  Injections, 
or  3  Oral,  or  2 
Salk  plus  2  Oral 


317 
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Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

The  following  table  gives  the  position  at  31st  December,  1964. 


Year 

of 

Birth 

Year  of  Immunisation 

Totals 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1964 

211 

211 

1963 

318 

251 

569 

1962 

30 

344 

218 

592 

1961 

12 

32 

344 

259 

647 

1960 

8 

5 

24 

381 

209 

627 

1959 

— 

2 

5 

25 

352 

158 

542 

1958 

4 

7 

1 

19 

42 

327 

148 

548 

1957 

1 

5 

18 

16 

6 

21 

314 

123 

504 

1956 

2 

— 

4 

27 

16 

14 

29 

321 

70 

483 

1955 

— 

4 

3 

6 

26 

11 

21 

35 

264 

36 

406 

1954 

1 

3 

— 

6 

5 

24 

25 

18 

19 

190 

27 

318 

1953 

1 

— 

1 

3 

2 

3 

32 

20 

8 

18 

133 

8 

229 

1952 

— 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

11 

29 

10 

12 

14 

68 

155 

1951 

— 

1 

2 

3 

5 

5 

4 

9 

21 

11 

2 

5 

37 

105 

1950 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

3 

6 

6 

2 

17 

4 

— 

6 

20 

70 

Totals 

588 

655 

623 

747 

671 

569 

590 

561 

394 

284 

180 

81 

43 

20 

6006 

Chiropody  Service. 

This  service  is  provided  for  persons  of  pensionable  age,  ex¬ 
pectant  mothers  and  handicapped  persons.  So  far  no  expectant 
mothers  have  taken  advantage  of  the  service.  During  the  year  119 
sessions  were  held  in  the  Clinics  at  Warley,  Langley  and  Oldbury, 
at  which  194  pensioners  and  4  handicapped  persons  made  766 
attendances.  136  persons  who  were  in  receipt  of  a  supplement  to 
their  pension  received  free  treatment  on  403  occasions.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  also  made  for  111  pensioners  and  2  handicapped  per¬ 
sons  to  be  treated  on  688  occasions  at  Chiropodist’s  own  surgeries. 

Borough  Ambulance  Service  (Not  Delegated). 

During  the  year  13,912  ordinary  cases,  659  accident  cases, 
6,952  children  to  occupational  centre,  and  342  maternity  cases 
were  transported.  The  total  mileage  covered  was  63,969. 

The  vehicles  include  1  Morris  (16  h.p.)  Sitting  Case  Ambu¬ 
lance  and  4  Morris  (16  h.p.)  Ambulances. 


36 


The  accident  cases  can  be  divided  into: — 

333  Road  Accidents. 

107  Works  Accidents. 

184  Home  Accidents. 

35  School  Accidents. 

Personnel  at  the  Ambulance  Station  are  on  duty  from  8  a.m. 
to  6  p.m.  and  on  call  on  rota  from  6  p.m.  to  8  a.m.  The  number 
of  cases  transported  between  8  a.m.  and  6  p.m.  throughout  the 
year  was  20,801  and  1,064  between  6  p.m.  and  8  a.m. 

CARE  OF  THE  HANDICAPPED. 

The  Blind. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  at  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1964,  is  shown  in  the  following  table: — 

Years 

0-10.  1 1-15.  16-20.  21-39.  40-59.  60-64.  65-69.  70-79.  80-84.  85+  Total 
Male  —  —  2  7  13  2  1  4—  5  34 

Female  —  —  2  4  74  7  15  43  46 

During  the  year  3  men  and  6  women  were  certified  as  blind. 

Employment. 

The  workshops  for  the  blind  which  serve  the  Borough  are 
situated  in  Birmingham.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following 
were  in  employment: — 

Workshop  Employment 

Male  Female 


Chair  seats  .  —  1 

Brushmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  — 

Boxers,  Fillers,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

Piano  tuner  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

Warehouseman  1  — 

Open  Industry  or  Self-Employed 

Fitter  ...  ...  .  ...  —  1 

Masseur  2  1 

Clerical  worker  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

Machine  tool  operators  .  4  — 

Shop  manager  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

Labourer  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

Laboratory  assistant .  1  — 

Home  Worker 

Basketmaker  .  1  — 


Holidays. 

Grants  were  made  to  7  persons  from  voluntary  funds  by  the 
Oldbury  Branch  of  the  Worcestershire  Association  for  the  Blind. 
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Partially-sighted. 

During  the  year  1  male  person  was  added  to  the  register  and 
at  the  31st  December  the  age  distribution  was  as  follows: — 

Years 


0-4. 

5-15. 

16-20. 

21-64. 

65  and  over 

Total 

Male 

— 

1 

5 

3 

1 

10 

Female 

...  — 

2 

— 

— 

3 

5 

General  Welfare. 

Wireless  sets  from  the  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund  have  been 
supplied  where  necessary. 

Subscriptions  for  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind  were  paid 
in  respect  of  seven  readers  and  to  the  Moon  Society  for  one  reader. 

17  talking  books,  tape  models,  from  the  Nuffield  Library  are 
in  the  possession  of  blind  persons  in  the  Borough. 

PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS. 

At  the  31st  December,  1964,  the  number  of  persons  known  to 
the  Department  to  be  physically  handicapped  was  155  (79  males 
and  76  females). 


The  following  table  indicates  the  disability,  sex  and  age 
group:— 


Children 

Persons 

Persons 

under  16 

aged  16-64 

aged  65  and 

Total 

years 

years 

over 

Deaf  with  Speech: 

Male  . 

..  1 

2 

— 

3 

Female 

..  2 

3 

2 

7 

Deaf  without  Speech:  Male 

— 

3 

1 

4 

Female 

..  — 

4 

— 

4 

Hard  of  Hearing: 

Male 

..  2 

— 

— 

2 

Female 

..  3 

1 

2 

6 

General  Classes: 

Male 

..  8 

40 

22 

70 

Female 

..  4 

36 

19 

59 

Total 

..  20 

89 

46 

155 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED. 
Residential  Accommodation. 


Accommodation  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act  is  provided  by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council.  During 


the  year  the  following  admissions 

Holmwood,  Kidderminster 

were  made:- 

Male 

Female 

2 

Swinford  Old  Hall,  Stourbridge 

— 

1 

Laburnum  House,  Upton-on-Severn  .. 

1 

2 

Heathlands,  Pershore  ... 

— 

1 

Shenstone 

— 

2 

Bromsgrove  General  Hospital 

— 

1 

(reserved  accommodation) 

Total 

1 

9 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

During  the  year  155  psychiatric  cases  were  referred  to  the 
department  and  78  of  these  were  admitted  to  hospital. 


Admissions  to  Hospital. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Compulsory — Section  29  Mental  Health 

Act 

— 

15 

6 

21 

Section  25  Mental  Health 

Act 

9 

14 

23 

Section  26  Mental  Health 

Act 

2 

— 

2 

Informal 

17 

15 

32 

Total 

43 

35 

78 

Patients  under  care  of  L.H.A.  at  31st  December,  1964 

Under 

16 

1 6  and  over 

Male  Female 

Male 

Female 

Total 

(a)  Attending  day  training  centre  ... 

9 

12 

7 

9 

37 

Awaiting  entry  thereto 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

(b)  Receiving  home  training 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Awaiting  home  training  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Receiving  home  visits  and  not  in- 

eluded  under  (a)  and  (b) 

6 

4 

40 

50 

100 

(d)  Number  of  patients  involved  at 

(a)  to  (c)  . 

18 

16 

30 

43 

143 

Patients  on  waiting  list  for  admission 

to  hospital  at  31st  Dec.,  1964  — 

not  urgent 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Admission  to  N.H.S.  hospitals  for 

temporary  residential  care 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

imber  of  patients  referred  to  Local  Health  Authority  during  1964 
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TABLE  I. — Corrected  Notifiable  Diseases  ( excluding  Tuberculosis )  during  1964. 


TABLE  II 


CAUSES 


Cause  of  Death 

Detailed  List  No. — 

All  ages 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

Under 

4  weeks 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

001—008 

2 

2 

2. 

„  other 

010—019 

1 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

020—029 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

055 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

056 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

057 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

080 

8. 

Measles  . . 

085 

9. 

Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases  . . 

Rest  of  001— 138 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

151 

15 

9 

6 

11. 

„  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

162,  163 

34 

33 

) 

12. 

„  ,,  breast  . . 

170 

6 

6 

13. 

„  „  uterus  . . 

171—174 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

Rest  of  140-203,  205 

52 

26 

26 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukfemia. . 

204 

3 

3 

16. 

Diabetes 

260 

3 

1 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

330—334 

49 

20 

29 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

420 

95 

67 

28 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

440 — 443 

6 

1 

5 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

Rest  of  410 — 443 

41 

19 

22 

21. 

„  circulatory  disease 

444—468 

14 

5 

9 

22. 

Influenza 

480—483 

23. 

Pneumonia 

490—493 

51 

25 

26 

1 

24. 

Bronchitis 

500—502 

28 

20 

8 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system . . 

470—475,  510  527 

3 

2 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

540—541 

3 

2 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

543,  571,  572,  764 

4 

1 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

590—594 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

610 

2 

2 

... 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

640  689 

... 

.  .  , 

... 

... 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

750—759 

5 

5 

... 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases .  . 

Rest  of  001— 795 

40 

11 

29 

6 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

E810— 835 

9 

7 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

E800-802,  E840-963 

8 

8 

35. 

Suicide  . . 

E963,  970—979 

2 

1 

i 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

E964,  965,  980—999 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

Totals  . . 

482 

271 

211 

9 

4  weeks  and 

under  1  year 


OF  DEATH,  1964 


AGE  GROUPS 


WARDS 


AGE 

IN 

YEARS 

c 
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7 
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20 
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114 
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43 

45 

88 

46 

91 

76 

93 

TABLE  III. 

Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysts  of  Mortality — 1964. 


41 


Coro¬ 

nary  and 
Arterio¬ 

sclerotic 

Heart 

Disease 

Tt* 

<N 

<N 

m 

<N 

r- 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

m 

VO 

O 

6 

Tf 

ON 

6 

Acute 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

O 

O 

O 

8 

6 

' 

DEATHS  FROM 

Influ¬ 

enza 

O 

6 

O 

6 

1 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

(All 

Forms) 

1/1 

0 

6 

VO 

0 

6 

0055 

Diph¬ 

theria 

1 

1 

1 

Whoop¬ 

ing 

Cough 

O 

O 

6 

1 

1 

Malig¬ 

nant 

Neo¬ 

plasm 

Lung 

Bron¬ 

chus 

to 

6 

r- 

6 

fN 

VO 

6 

Deaths 
of  In¬ 
fants 
under 
One 
Year 

0 

0 

<N 

i— H 

CN 

12-29 

Deaths 

(Ex. 

Still-) 

births) 

O 

12-09 

Still 

Births 

Tf 

vo 

ON 

18-64 

Live 

Births 

do 

O 

6 

<N 

16-25 

Area 

England  and  Wales 

London 

g 

IX 

C 

c 

§m;S 


woE 

hgc/i 


42 


TABLE  IVa. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
at  31st  DECEMBER,  1964 


Total 

AGE  on  31  -  12  -  64 

Under 

1  -4 

5-9 

10-14 

under 

(Born  in  year). 

1 

15 

(1964) 

(1963  -60) 

(1959-  55) 

(1954-  50) 

years. 

A. 

No.  of  children  who 

have  completed 
course  (Primary  or 
boosting)  in  period 

208 

2,453 

2,773 

2,200 

7,634 

1960  -  64 

B. 

No.  of  children  who 
have  completed 
course  (Primary  or 
booster)  in  period 

652 

1,811 

2,463 

1959  or  earlier. 

V _ 

J 

Ar 

C. 

Estimated  Mid-year 

884 

3,326 

7,804 

12,014 

child  population. 

Immunity  Index: — 

1964 

23-07 

73-75 

63-72 

63-54 

1963 

22-10 

73-97 

53-65 

56-83 

1962 

20-20 

74-64 

55-99 

58-66 

1961 

20-30 

73-58 

53-47 

56-23 

1960 

21-52 

70-42 

57-55 

58-28 

1959 

15-13 

65-67 

64-33 

6T61 

1958 

8-60 

62-50 

71-61 

65-79 

1957 

11-22 

61-75 

73-16 

66-80 

1956 

3-60 

62-88 

67-27 

62-51 

1955 

5-02 

67-60 

68-19 

64-26 

1954 

4-03 

68-63 

59-21 

58-34 

TABLE  I Vb— DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  at  31st  December,  1964 


43 


TABLE  V.— VITAL  STATISTICS  SINCE  1891 


YBARS 

Population 
(R  G’s  Mid. 
Year  Est.) 

Rates  p 

er  1,000  Est.  P 

OPULATION 

Infant 

Rat 

Tc 

ES  PER  1,000 
>tal  Births 

Li 

Bib 

VE 

TH  • 

Dea 

TH* 

Pm 

De 

HISIS 

\THS 

Mort 
Rate  (p 
Live  B 

ality 
;r  1,000 
irths) 

Matern 

al 

Mortal¬ 

ity 

Still 

Birth 

Oldbury 

F.  &W 

Oldbury 

E.&W. 

No. 

Rate 

Oldbury 

E.&W 

Oldbury 

Oldbury 

E.&W. 

1891—1895 

21,331 

40-82 

30-5 

21-33 

18-7 

89 

•8344 

201-8 

151 

1896—1900 

25,375 

37-82 

29-3 

16-80 

17-7 

94 

•7411 

216-5 

156 

1901—1905 

25,798 

36-28 

28-2 

17-45 

16  0 

77 

•5969 

175-0 

138 

1906—1910 

28,580 

35-75 

26-3 

17-04 

14-7 

118 

•8257 

147-1 

117 

1911—1915 

33,856 

30-12 

23-6 

15-47 

14-3 

115 

•6793 

137-6 

110 

1916—1920 

38,277 

23-47 

20-1 

12-77 

14-4 

162 

•8464 

104-1 

90 

1921—1925 

39,370 

23-74 

19-9 

10-90 

12-2 

147 

.7469 

77-2 

75 

4.49 

6 

42,080 

20-4 

17-8 

9-7 

11-6 

27 

•6415 

55-8 

70 

1-16 

7 

43,120 

19-4 

16-7 

11-2 

12-3 

22 

•5102 

88-4 

69 

2-38 

8 

33,760 

21-7 

16-7 

11-1 

11-7 

29 

•8589 

67-8 

65 

3-64 

9 

34,190 

21-7 

16-3 

12-6 

13-4 

19 

•5557 

99-7 

74 

4-04 

1930 

35,000 

21-5 

16-3 

10  8 

114 

36 

1-0285 

43-9 

60 

7-80 

1 

36,370 

20-8 

15-8 

11-1 

12-3 

21 

•5773 

68-6 

66 

3-86 

2 

37,660 

19-4 

15-3 

10-1 

12-0 

21 

•5576 

91  -5 

65 

7-87 

3 

39,560 

17-4 

14-4 

10-5 

12-3 

23 

•5813 

89-7 

64 

2-83 

4 

40,720 

19  2 

14-8 

10-4 

11-8 

29 

•7121 

64-0 

59 

2-43 

5 

41,900 

18-9 

14-7 

9-7 

11-7 

31 

•7398 

65-6 

57 

2-40 

6 

42,990 

T9-6 

14-8 

10-28 

12-1 

35 

•8141 

55-6 

59 

_ 

7 

44,450 

18-94 

14-9 

11-09 

12-4 

25 

•5624 

65-32 

58 

2-24 

8 

45,450 

19-88 

15-1 

10-42 

11-6 

30 

■6600 

56-41 

53 

3-19 

9 

47,000 

18-51 

15-0 

9-96 

12-1 

28 

•5956 

64-59 

50 

3-31 

1940 

48,700 

18-74 

14-6 

11-17 

14-3 

39 

•8008 

49-34 

55 

4-20 

38-94 

36-1 

1 

49,390 

16-94 

14-2 

9-98 

12-9 

30 

•6074 

70-47 

59 

1-15 

33-48 

34-4 

2 

49,530 

19-97 

15-8 

9-63 

11-6 

34 

•6864 

46-51 

49 

2-92 

37-00 

33-0 

3 

50,100 

21-89 

16-5 

9-84 

12-1 

42 

•8382 

41-02 

49 

1-84 

35-18 

30-2 

4 

50,220 

21-42 

17-6 

8-86 

11-6 

26 

•5176 

37-18 

46 

2-70 

29-75 

27-7 

5 

50,040 

20-22 

16-1 

9-03 

11-4 

26 

•5194 

33-59 

46 

1  93 

23-16 

27-6 

6 

51,890 

19-32 

19-1 

9-55 

11-5 

38 

•7322 

35-89 

43 

_ 

26-21 

27-2 

7 

52,510 

19-97 

20-5 

9-54 

12-0 

27 

•5141 

36-22 

41 

2-78 

26-90 

24-1 

8 

53,350 

17-22 

17-9 

8-90 

10-8 

15 

•2811 

41-34 

34 

2-14 

13-94 

23-2 

9 

53,380 

16-46 

16-7 

13-12 

11-7 

28 

•5245 

34-12 

32 

2-23 

18-97 

22-7 

1950 

53,820 

14-86 

15-8 

12-65 

11-6 

13 

•2415 

30-30 

29-6 

1-18 

20-19 

22-7 

1 

53,740 

13-84 

15-5 

12-36 

12-5 

15 

•2791 

24-51 

29-7 

1  -26 

17-74 

23  0 

2 

53,790 

13-32 

15-3 

11-96 

11-3 

13 

•2416 

24-09 

27-6 

— 

19-68 

22-7 

3 

53,820 

14-35 

15-5 

10-45 

11-4 

11 

•2043 

31-05 

26-8 

1-20 

27.77 

22-5 

4 

54,030 

13-23 

15-2 

11-75 

11-3 

12 

•2220 

29-53 

25-4 

1-32 

15.85 

23-5 

5 

54,550 

12-86 

15-0 

12-43 

11-7 

6 

■1099 

21-88 

24-9 

1  -33 

22-72 

23-2 

6 

54.840 

14-05 

15-6 

12-53 

11-7 

3 

■0547 

18-67 

23-7 

_ 

21-92 

22-9 

7 

54,770 

13-67 

16  1 

12-75 

11-5 

7 

-1278 

24-35 

23-1 

1-24 

28-64 

22-5 

8 

55,100 

13-04 

16  4 

13-24 

11-7 

4 

•0725 

29-37 

22-6 

— 

17-06 

21.6 

9 

55,310 

13-55 

16-5 

13-91 

11-6 

— 

— 

21-76 

22-2 

— 

29-81 

21-0 

1960 

55,440 

14-22 

17  1 

13-39 

11-5 

2 

•0360 

21-92 

21-9 

— 

24-94 

19-8 

1 

54,220 

15-33 

17.4 

13-54 

11-9 

2 

•0368 

23-09 

21.6 

_ 

1141 

19- 1 

2 

54,420 

14-52 

18-0 

13-64 

11-9 

— 

— 

21-87 

21-6 

1-18 

28-33 

18-1 

3 

54,280 

15-59 

18-2 

1400 

12  2 

5 

•0921 

16-37 

211 

— 

1611 

17-2 

4 

54,180 

16-25 

18-4 

12-09 

113 

2 

0-369 

12-29 

200 

— 

18-64 

16-3 

*  These  rates  are  standardised  as  follows: — 


Live  Births  from  ...  ...  ...  ...  1950 

Deaths  from  ...  ...  ...  ...  1949 
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BOROUGH  OF  OLDBURY 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Oldbury. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report  on 
the  work  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  my  Department  during  the  year 
1964. 


INSPECTIONS. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  and  revisits  (8,593)  was  only 
321  less  than  in  the  previous  year  despite  one  period  when  the 
Department  was  reduced  to  a  total  of  four  Public  Health  Inspec¬ 
tors  instead  of  the  established  strength  of  eight  Inspectors. 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Re-visits. 


Inspections  Revisits 

Housing  Act: 

Housing  Survey  ...  . 

...  860 

— 

Closing  and  Demolition 

...  145 

290 

Improvement  Grants  ... 

...  110 

354 

Overcrowding 

62 

11 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

19 

17 

Miscellaneous  . 

8 

— 

Public  Health  Acts: 

Repairs  ...  ...  . 

...  210 

256 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning 

...  581 

33 

Water  Closets  and  Drains  ... 

...  557 

281 

Drainage  Tests  . 

13 

2 

Offensive  Trades  . 

6 

4 

Water  Courses  and  Canals . 

18 

26 

Dirty /Verminous  Premises . 

...  132 

66 

Nuisances  ...  . 

23 

9 

Keeping  of  Animals /Poultry 

12 

4 

Disinfestations  ...  . 

39 

2 

3 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  etc.: 


Inspections  Revisits 


Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspection  ... 

...  142 

34 

Slaughterhouses  (excluding  above) 

34 

2 

Bakeries 

6 

— 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

57 

19 

Other  Food  Premises  . 

...  798 

124 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

13 

1 

Market  . 

45 

— 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

54 

1 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling . 

...  131 

— 

Water  Sampling 

25 

2 

Food  Vehicles 

5 

— 

Food  Adulteration  . 

18 

9 

Miscellaneous 

12 

4 

ories  Act: 

Factories 

43 

41 

Outworkers 


Clean  Air  Act,  etc.: 

Smoke  Observations  ... 

Air  Pollution  (excluding  above) 
Smoke  Control  Areas 


22 

121  66 
90  650 


Other  Acts,  Byelaws,  etc.: 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  ...  .  — 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  ...  4 

Rats  and  Mice  .  ...  ...  391 

Hairdressers  ...  .  ...  ...  3 

Pet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Noise  Nuisances  ...  ...  .  9 

Offensive  Accumulations  ...  .  18 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal  (inch  dustbins)  105 
Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Depot  Maintenance  .  ...  38 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  .  366 

Number  of  Interviews  ...  ...  ...  285 

Offices  and  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Quarries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


5,684 


1 

1 

413 


127 

22 

3 

3 

4 
18 

9 


2,909 
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Summary  of  Notices  Served  during  the  year  1964. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936:  Preliminary  Statutory 


Nuisance  Properties  ...  ...  ...  46  11 

Defective  Water  Closets  (Section  45)  ...  10  4 

Proposed  Works  of  Maintenance  on  Sewers 

(Section  24)  ...  .  —  6 

Defective  Drains  (Section  39)  ...  ...  4  4 

Public  Health  Act,  1961: 

Stopped-up  Drains  (Section  17)  ...  ...  —  19 

O.U.D.C.  Act,  1929: 

Defective  Drains  .  .  —  18 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960  ...  68  — 

Factories  Act  ...  ...  16  — 

144  62 


HOUSING. 

The  Housing  Manager’s  report  shows  that  in  December,  1964 
there  were  2,337  persons  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list  for  municipal 
dwellings,  a  decrease  of  345  on  the  figure  at  the  end  of  1963. 

337  new  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  and  199 
of  the  Council’s  existing  dwellings  also  became  available  for  re¬ 
letting.  The  number  of  new  dwellings  erected  showed  a  welcome 
increase  on  the  190  erected  in  1963. 

An  allocation  of  154  dwellings  was  made  for  rehousing  the 
occupiers  of  slum  clearance  houses  which  is  some  45  per  cent,  of 
the  new  dwellings  erected.  This  percentage  was  somewhat  below 
the  figure  of  66  per  cent,  of  new  houses  agreed  by  the  Council 
some  time  ago  and  was  due  to  the  shortage  of  Public  Health  In¬ 
spectors  in  the  Department  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  report, 
which  was  so  acute  that  for  a  time  no  slum  clearance  work  what¬ 
soever  was  carried  out. 


Lettings. 

Date  Order  ...  221 

Slum  Clearance  ...  ...  ...  .  154 

Special  Cases  .  25 

Health  Cases  ...  .  13 

After-Care  6 

Transfers  ...  ...  .  ...  81 

Left  in  Occupation .  36 


536 
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Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which 
Defects  were  Remedied. 

By  By  Local 
Owner  Authority 

After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  ...  137  — 

After  formal  action  under: 

(a)  Public  Health  Act,  1936  58  31 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1957  3  — 

Summary  of  Defects  Remedied,  Improvements  Effected  and 
Nuisances  Abated  under  the  Housing,  Public  Health 
and  Allied  Acts  during  the  year  1964. 

Dwelling  Houses: 


Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  .  ...  31 

Chimney  stacks  repointed / repaired  ...  ...  7 

Dangerous  chimneys  rebuilt  ...  .  2 

Crest  tiles  repointed /rebedded  ...  .  1 

Defective  spoutings  repaired  or  refixed  .  27 

New  spoutings  provided  .  6 

House  brickwork  repointed /repaired  ...  ...  11 

Dangerous  brickwork  of  walls  rebuilt  ...  ...  4 

Walls  damp-proofed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  17 

Firegrates  repaired  or  new  provided  .  6 

Windows  made  to  open  .  .  3 

Sash  cords  provided  to  windows  ...  ...  ...  20 

Woodwork  of  windows  repaired / renewed  ...  ...  25 

Broken  glazing  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  repaired  .  3 

New  floors  provided  ...  .  .  1 

Staircases  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Woodwork  of  doors  repaired  ...  .  2 

New  doors  provided .  ...  2 

Verandahs  repaired  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Wash-houses,  Water  Closets,  etc.: 

Wash-house  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wash-house  doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wash-houses  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wash  boiler  furnaces  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  1 

Spoutings  repaired  or  new  provided  .  7 

Water  closet  brickwork  repointed /repaired  ...  7 

Water  closet  roofs  repaired .  ...  ...  6 

New  pedestals  provided  .  11 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired /renewed .  10 

Leaking  water  closet  joints  repaired  .  7 

Miscellaneous  1 
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Drainage  and  Water  Supply: 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  222 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  .  11 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  ...  .  1 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  ...  4 

Burst  water  pipes  repaired  .  .  4 

Courts,  back  yards  and  approaches  paved /repaired  4 

Food  Premises: 

Premises  cleansed  and/or  redecorated  .  23 

Premises  repaired  .  4 

Wash-basins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sinks  provided  ...  2 

Additional  hot  water  supplies  provided  .  3 

Food  storage  improved /new  provided  .  7 

Floor  coverings  provided  .  ...  ...  10 

New  counters  provided  and  others  repaired  ...  6 

Towelling  improved  ...  5 

Outside  displays  raised  ...  .  4 

Screens  provided  to  foodstuffs  ...  ...  ...  5 

First-aid  facilities  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Lockers  provided  .  2 

Water  closets  cleansed  and/or  repaired  .  15 

Clean  hands  notices  provided  ...  .  10 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  .  15 

Factories: 

Artificial  lighting  provided  ...  ...  4 

Sanitary  accommodation  repaired  and  / or  limewashed  1 0 

Urinals  cleansed  and/or  repaired .  ...  10 

Intervening  ventilated  lobbies  provided  .  1 

Other  Nuisance: 

Offensive  accumulations  removed .  6 

Canals  and  water-courses  cleansed .  1 

The  number  of  obstructed  drains  cleansed  (222)  was  almost 
100  per  cent,  more  than  that  for  the  previous  year  (122)  and  in 
most  cases  was  effected  at  no  cost  to  the  owner  or  occupier.  This 
is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  appreciated  services  offered  by  the 
Department  although  I  must  say  that  it  is  surprising  how  often 
a  drain  obstructed  on  say  a  Monday  or  Tuesday  suddenly  becomes 
intolerable  and  only  worthy  of  report  to  the  office  for  assistance  on 
a  Friday  afternoon.  Despite  this,  very  few  indeed  of  such  com¬ 
plaints  have  to  await  the  following  Monday  for  relief. 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  and  no  applica¬ 
tions  for  cancellation  of  certificates  already  granted  were  received. 
No  action  was  therefore  necessary  under  the  Rent  Act  for  the  year. 
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As  in  the  case  of  previous  Rent  Acts  it  is  now  obvious  that  the 
Rent  Act,  1957,  has  become  a  piece  of  legislation  that  has  out¬ 
lived  its  usefulness,  at  least  as  far  as  Certificates  of  Disrepair  and 
consequent  deductions  of  rent  are  concerned. 


Slum  Clearance. 

Thirty  unfit  houses  were  included  in  two  Clearance  Areas 
during  the  year  and  confirmed  later  without  modification  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

53  individual  unfit  houses  were  represented  as  being  unfit  for 
human  habitation  for  ultimate  demolition  and  14  unfit  houses  for 
closing. 

A  total  of  97  unfit  houses  were  therefore  dealt  with  initially 
under  the  Act  during  the  year  or  94  less  than  in  1963.  Once  again 
the  reason  for  this  was  the  shortage  of  staff. 

The  following  table  summarises  action  taken  during  the  year 


1964.  The  figures  in  parenthesis  give  the  totals  since  the  start  of 

the  programme  late  in  1955  up  to  the  end  of  the 
review: — 

year  now  under 

Clearance  Areas. 

Number  of  Clearance  Areas  declared 

2 

(21) 

Number  of  unfit  houses  included  in  such  areas  ... 

30 

(251) 

Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished 

Number  of  other  houses  demolished  (“grey” 

— 

(186) 

properties)  ...  ...  . 

Number  of  persons  displaced  from  unfit  and  other 
houses  (“grey”  properties) 

— 

(3) 

161 

(785) 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  or  Parts  of  Buildings. 

(a)  For  Demolition: 

Number  of  houses  represented  as  unfit  ... 

53 

(644) 

Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished 

130 

(629) 

Number  of  persons  displaced  from  unfit  houses  ... 

259 

(1,978) 

(b)  (i)  For  Closing  (Whole  Houses): 

Number  of  houses  represented  as  unfit  ... 

14 

(98) 

Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  ... 

18 

(88) 

Number  of  persons  displaced  from  houses  closed 
Number  of  undertakings  given  to  repair  and 

51 

(331) 

recondition  such  unfit  houses  ... 

Number  of  undertakings  as  above  carried  out  to 

3 

(4) 

satisfaction  of  Council 

3 

(3) 

(ii)  For  Closing  (Part  of  a  Building): 

Number  of  parts  of  buildings  represented  as  unfit 

— 

(2) 

Number  of  parts  of  buildings  closed 

2 

(3) 

Number  of  persons  displaced  from  such  buildings 

8 

(13) 

8 


A  total  of  995  unfit  houses  have  now  been  dealt  with  initially 
since  the  present  programme  was  commenced  late  in  1955  and  3,107 
persons  have  been  displaced  in  the  same  period.  Almost  all  of 
these  persons  have  been  rehoused  in  municipal  dwellings.  In  the 
same  period  815  unlit  houses  have  been  demolished  and  91  unfit 
houses  or  parts  of  buildings  have  been  closed. 

Whilst  the  above  figures,  under  all  the  circumstances,  are 
fairly  satisfactory  there  is  no  room  for  complacency.  As  long  as 
people  live  in  houses  with  a  water  supply  and  a  water  closet  situ¬ 
ated  outside  the  house,  often  far  removed  and  shared  with  one  or 
more  other  houses,  with  inadequate  facilities  for  the  storage,  prep¬ 
aration  and  cooking  of  food,  with  extensive  disrepair,  dampness 
and  inadequate  lighting,  and  very  often  lacking  elementary  privacy 
in  one  or  more  bedrooms,  so  long  will  there  be  a  worthwhile  job 
to  do  in  this  field  of  environmental  health. 

One  thing  I  find  hard  to  understand  is  the  time  taken  from 
the  date  a  Clearance  or  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  under  Part 
III  of  the  Housing  Act  is  submitted  to  the  Ministry  until  the  final 
confirmation  is  received  with  the  consequent  go-ahead  to  rehouse 
the  occupants.  Until  the  last  stage  mentioned  is  arrived  at  all  the 
effort  involved  has  in  fact  produced  no  improvement  whatever  in 
the  appalling  conditions  being  endured  by  the  unfortunate  people 
living  in  the  houses.  Very  often  this  long  period  can  extend  to  a 
delay  of  many  months  indeed,  during  which  time,  of  course,  the 
property  continues  to  deteriorate.  The  owner,  even  though  still 
receiving  his  rent,  with  some  justification,  is  loath  to  attempt  to 
repair  an  already  creaking  edifice  and,  all  in  all,  the  situation  is  ex¬ 
tremely  frustrating. 

Possibly  no  situation  causes  so  much  concern  as  this  period  of 
waiting  and  a  speed-up  of  the  procedure  would  indeed  be  welcome. 

Very  often  what  amounts  to  almost  a  frivolous  appeal  is  made 
where  it  must  be  obvious  to  everyone  that  the  house  or  its  appur¬ 
tenances  is  virtually  collapsing  around  the  ears  of  the  occupant  or 
user,  yet  cne  such  appeal  in  respect  of  one  house  only  can  mean 
another  six  months  or  so  of  delay  in  the  case  of  the  remaining 
houses  where  even  the  owner(s)  agrees  that  total  demolition  is  the 
only  remedy. 

Some  answer  must  be  found  to  this  problem  if  this  vital  work 
is  to  proceed  at  the  speed  it  demands. 


Overcrowding. 

Sixty-two  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  overcrowding  cases 
and  of  these  cases  10  were  found  to  be  overcrowded  either  by 
reference  to  the  standard  in  Section  77  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 
or  on  a  bedroom  basis. 

Instructions  to  rehouse  six  of  these  families  (involving  29  per¬ 
sons)  were  given  by  the  Council  and  the  other  four  cases  were  de¬ 
ferred  to  await  slum  clearance  which  was  imminent. 
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Improvement  Grants. 

The  number  of  applications  for  standard  improvement  grants 
during  the  year  was  74,  a  reduction  of  approximately  20  per  cent, 
on  the  previous  year,  which  is  a  most  disappointing  trend.  Of 
these  applications  six  were  refused,  five  because  of  the  limited  life 
of  the  properties  and  one  because  the  premises  concerned  were 
predominantly  business  in  character. 

Five  applications  were  received  for  discretionary  grants  and 
four  of  them  were  refused  because  the  houses  concerned  had 
“lives”  of  less  than  the  required  thirty  years. 

Following  the  usual  pattern  only  seven  of  the  above  applica¬ 
tions  were  for  grants  to  improve  tenanted  houses. 

Fortunately  a  new  Housing  Act  was  placed  on  the  Statute 
Book  during  the  year  which  enables  a  Local  Authority  to  declare 
Improvement  Areas  to  compel  owners  of  suitable  houses  to  im¬ 
prove  such  properties  up  to  the  necessary  standard.  Under  the 
same  Act  a  tenant  can  now  apply  to  the  Local  Authority  to  take 
the  necessary  action  where  the  owner  shows  no  signs  of  improving 
his  property.  Surprisingly  no  such  application  was  received  in  the 
four  months  or  so  after  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Act. 


1. 

Number  of  applications  received 

Standard 

74 

Discretionary 

5 

2. 

Number  of  applications  approved 

68 

1 

3. 

Number  of  applications  refused 

6 

4 

4. 

Number  of  applications  not  proceeded 
with  by  applicants 

_ _ 

— 

5. 

Number  completed  during  the  year  ... 

70 

1 

6. 

Total  amount  of  grant  actually  paid 
during  the  year  ... 

£7,834 

£214 

DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  CONSERVANCY. 

Eleven  premises  in  Oldbury  are  not  connected  to  the  public 
sewer  by  reason  of  inaccessibility. 

The  Council’s  Engineer  reports  that  the  arrangements  for 
sewage  disposal  in  the  district  are  reasonably  adequate  at  the 
present  time.  It  is  however  true  to  say  that  the  sewerage  system 
in  the  Titford  Road  area  becomes  surcharged  during  heavy  rain¬ 
fall  which  results  in  back-flooding,  causing  sewage  to  lie  around  a 
number  of  houses  until  the  sewer  is  relieved. 

Unfortunately  the  remedy  for  this  problem  is  likely  to  be  very 
expensive  indeed,  but,  nevertheless,  needs  urgent  attention  if  this 
nuisance  is  to  be  overcome. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  to  the  Borough  of  Oldbury  provided  by  the 
South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  was  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year. 
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The  Engineer-in-Chief  of  the  Waterworks  Company  reports 
that  the  supply  to  the  Borough  of  Oldbury  is  derived  from  18 
pumping  stations  situated  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  Authority. 
Chlorination  is  practised  at  15  of  these  stations. 

Of  the  154  samples  from  the  three  stations  where  there  is  no 
treatment,  152  were  satisfactory. 

1,055  samples  of  the  treated  water  were  examined,  and  of 
these,  1,041  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  the  raw  water  were  not  obtainable  at  two  of  the 
pumping  stations,  but  of  the  remainder,  689  out  of  706  samples 
were  satisfactory. 

233  samples  of  a  supply  of  surface  origin  were  also  examined 
before  treatment,  and  these  gave  an  average  coliform  bacteria  con¬ 
tent  of  221  per  100  ml. 

Only  two  of  the  supply  stations  contain  any  measurable  quan¬ 
tity  of  fluoride.  These  are  at  Hayley  Green  and  Seedy  Mill.  The 
fluoride  content  at  Hayley  Green  from  June,  1964  where  the  water 
is  affected  by  the  introduction  of  fluorides  by  Birmingham  Water 
Department  averaged  .74  p.p.m.  However,  recent  tests  revealed 
that  the  fluoride  content  now  reaches  .97  p.p.m.  The  water  is 
however  mixed  with  the  output  of  Churchill  and  Hayley  Green 
Pumping  Stations  and,  on  average,  is  diluted  in  the  ratio  1:8 
approximately. 

The  quantity  of  fluoride  detected  at  Seedy  Mill  was  .46  p.p.m. 

Twelve  samples  from  the  Ambulance  Station  in  Perrott  Street, 
Oldbury,  were  all  free  from  coliform  bacteria  and  32  samples 
taken  by  Inspectors  of  this  Department  were  found  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory. 

The  water  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  the  12  samples 
from  the  Ambulance  Station  and  all  those  taken  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  were  all  free  from  any  measurable  quantity  of  lead. 

Where  any  form  of  contamination  is  found  extensive  washing 
out  is  carried  out  to  the  existing  mains  until  a  satisfactory  sample 
is  obtained,  and  new  mains  are  chlorinated  before  being  put  into 
commission. 

Piped  water  is  supplied  directly  to  17,058  dwellings  in  the 
Borough  and  198  dwellings  are  supplied  from  taps  not  actually  in¬ 
side  the  house  (e.g.  by  taps  inside  external  wash-houses). 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  excellent  standard  in  respect  of  milk  samples  was  main¬ 
tained  in  1964  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  no  failures,  either  bac- 
teriologically  or  chemically  for  the  year. 

Two  chemical  samples  of  cream  were  reported  to  be  slightly 
low  in  fat  but  repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

A  new  modern  type  bottle  washing  plant  installed  at  the  sole 
dairy  during  the  latter  part  of  1963,  apart  from  “teething”  difficul- 
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ties,  has  given  most  satisfactory  results,  in  fact  there  have  been 
only  three  unsatisfactory  bottles  in  102  samples  taken. 

(a)  Licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations 
continue  in  force  in  respect  of  the  following  numbers  of 
premises: — 


Dealers  (Pasteurising  Plant) 

.  1 

Dealers 

(a)  Pasteurised 

.  16 

(b)  Tuberculin  Tested 

.  9 

(c)  Sterilised 

.  91 

117 


(b)  The  number  of  registered  milk  distributors  retailing  milk  in 
the  Borough  during  the  year  was  86. 

The  following  samples  of  milk  and  cream  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis: — 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 
(a)  Milk  from  the  sole  pasteurising  plant 
in  the  Borough— 

(i)  for  bacteriological  examination  38  — 

(ii)  for  chemical  analysis  ...  38  — 


(b)  Cream  from  a  dairy  in  the  Borough 
carrying  out  its  own  separation — 

(i)  for  bacteriological  examination  14  — 

(ii)  for  chemical  analysis  ...  13  2 


(c)  Designated  milk  taken  which  originated 
outside  the  Borough — 

(i)  for  bacteriological  examination  17  — 

(ii)  for  chemical  analysis  ...  17  — 

Number  of  samples  of  washed  milk  bottles  102  3 


Brucella  Abortus. 

As  there  are  no  dairy  farms  in  the  Borough  no  samples  of  raw 
milk  have  been  taken  for  evidence  of  this  organism.  Raw  milk 
received  in  bulk  at  the  sole  pasteurising  dairy  in  the  Borough  is  so 
sampled  at  the  farms  of  origin. 


Meat  and  Foods  Inspection. 

The  quality  of  meat  prepared  in  the  sole  slaughterhouse  in  the 
Borough  was  again  of  a  high  standard. 

There  was  no  case  of  Cysticercosis  during  the  year,  the  first 
year  for  many  years  now  that  this  has  been  recorded. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part. 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Totals 

Number  killed .  273  —  2  648  683  1,606 

Number  inspected  .  273  —  2  648  683  1,606 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
and  cysticercosis 

(1)  Whole  carcases  condemned  —  —  —  —  — 

(2)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned...  39  —  —  32  98 

(3)  Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  or 

cystiicercosis  ...  ...  14.2  —  —  4.9  14.3 


Tuberculosis  only 

(1)  Whole  carcases  condemned  —  —  —  — 

(2)  Carcase  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ...  — -  —  —  —  23 

(3)  Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 

spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  ...  ...  ...  —  —  —  —  3.3 


Cysticercosis 

(1)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned... 

(2)  Carcases  submitted  for  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

(3)  Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 


Meat 

Reasons  for  Condemnation: 

(1)  Cattle  (including  calves) 

Disease 

Inspection, 

Lungs 

1964. 

Heart 

Liver 

Spleeen 

Abscesses  ... 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Hydatid  Cysts 

5 

— 

2 

— 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Congestion 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Fascioliasis 

— 

— 

19 

— 

Pericarditis 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Peritonitis 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Emphysema 

1 

— 

— 

— 

14 

3 

26 

6 

(2)  Sheep 

Disease 

Lungs 

Liver 

Hearts 

Heads 

Parasitic  Infection 

15 

14 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  and  Congestion 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Abscesses 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Hydatid  Cysts  . 

... 

1 

— 

— 

17 

15 

1 

1 
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Tuberculosis 

Heads 

...  23 

Lungs 

Liver 

Hearts 

Spleen 

Peritonitis 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 

...  — 

49 

— 

— 

— 

Pericarditis 

...  — 

— 

— 

10 

— 

Parasitic  Infection 

...  — 

— 

42 

— 

— 

23 

49 

42 

10 

1 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Condemnation  for  the  year  1964. 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q.  Lbs.  Ozs. 

Carcase  Meat  and  Offal  (from  sole  private 

slaughterhouse)  ...  ...  ...  6  1  12  8 

Other  Foodstuffs: 


No.  of  tins 

Weight 

pkts.,  etc. 

T.  C. 

Q. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

87 

Meat 

2 

2 

26 

9i 

233 

Fruit 

4 

2 

12 

4 

457 

Vegetables 

3 

0 

5 

4  A 

J4 

26 

Fish  . 

3 

3 

27 

7  A 

21 

Soup 

13 

8 

9 

Cakes  . 

3 

14 

4 

Puddings 

3 

1 

1 

Cream  ... 

41 

14 

Milk  . 

27 

15 

12 

Mustard 

3 

0 

103 

Jam 

1 

3 

27 

13 

2 

Icing 

2 

0 

1 

Peanuts 

8 

3 

Cheese  ... 

3 

2 

1 

Chocolate 

4 

25 

Beans  ... 

16 

5 

4 

Crisp  Bread 

2 

0 

1 

Baby  Food 

41 

2 

Pickles 

5 

0 

30 

Rice  . 

1 

0 

16 

5 

2 

Tomatoes 

3 

1 

10 

Potato  Crisps  ... 

4 

12 

11 

Mousse 

2 

1 

5 

Puff  Pastry 

2 

8 

5 

Ham  . 

18 

7 

Total 


18  2  3  10 
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Food  Premises. 

The  following  food  businesses  were  carried  on  during  the 


year: — 

Wholesale  grocers  ...  .  2 

Bakers  and  confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dairies  ...  1 

Butchers  (including  sausage  manufacturers) .  54 

Grocers  (retail)  .  ...  137 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Catering  establishments  (excluding  factory  canteens)  16 

Industrial  canteens  .  ...  29 

Fish  shops  (fried)  .  .  15 

Sweets,  confectionery  and  ice  cream .  59 

Fish  and  greengrocery  ...  9 

Wet  fish  retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hotels  .  ...  4 

General  ...  .  ...  .  25 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Food  factories  (2  confectionery,  1  malt  flour)  ...  3 


485 


The  following  food  premises  were  registered  by  the  Council 


at  the  end  of  the  year:— 

(a)  Under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955: 

Sausage  preparation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ice  cream  manufacturing  .  ...  3 

Retail  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

(b)  Under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations: 

Dairies  ...  1 

(c)  Under  Section  69,  Oldbury  Corporation  Act,  1949  (Food 

Hawkers): 

Grocers  .  2 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Butchers  .  ...  .  2 

Ice  cream  vendors  .  5 

Fried  fish  vendors  .  1 


123  inspections  of  registered  premises  (including  26  re-visits) 
were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

978  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year,  this 
being  a  substantial  increase  on  last  year’s  figures,  due  to  a  series  of 
visits  to  food  premises  after  the  Aberdeen  typhoid  outbreak,  in 
order  to  locate  suspected  food  and  to  advise  on  various  aspects  of 
food  hygiene. 

Many  references  to  this  outbreak  were  made  in  the  national 
press  and  there  seems  little  point  in  repeating  them  here,  but  never¬ 
theless  it  is  disturbing  to  learn  that  conditions  in  food  factories 
abroad  are  such  as  to  make  possible  an  occurrence  of  this  nature. 
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Improvements  Effected  to  Food  Premises. 

147  bacteriological  swabs  of  utensils  and  equipment  in  food 
preparing  premises  were  taken  of  which  13  were  not  up  to  the 
desired  standard. 

This  aspect  of  our  work  forms  a  very  important  part  of  food 
preparation  supervision  and  enables  inspectors  of  the  Department 
to  comment  forcibly  on  unsuitable  washing-up  techniques  or  lack 
of  suitable  sterilants  in  the  washing  waters. 


Premises  cleansed  and/or  redecorated  ...  ...  23 

Premises  repaired  ...  ...  .  4 

Wash  basins  provided .  .  3 

Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Additional  hot  water  supplies  provided  ...  ...  3 

Food  storage  improved  /new  provided  ...  ...  7 

Floor  coverings  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

New  counters  provided  and  others  repaired .  6 

Towelling  improved  ...  ...  ...  .  5 

Outside  displays  raised  ...  ...  ...  4 

Screens  provided  to  foodstuffs  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

First-aid  facilities  provided  .  11 

Lockers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  closets  cleansed  and/or  repaired  .  15 

Clean  hands  notices  provided .  ...  10 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


In  contrast  to  the  above  improvements,  in  one  case  where  con¬ 
ditions  at  a  restaurant  in  the  Borough  were  extremely  poor,  and 
after  informal  action  had  proved  unsuccessful,  Court  proceedings 
were  authorised  by  the  Council  and  the  cafe  proprietor  fined  £124. 
I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  necessary  improvements  have  now 
been  effected  at  these  premises. 

Food  Vehicles. 

No  food  vehicles  were  registered  during  the  year  under  the 
Oldbury  Corporation  Act,  1949,  and  the  total  of  registered  food 
hawkers  in  the  district  is  now  17,  one  less  than  at  the  end  of  1963. 

Ice  Cream  and  Lollies. 

12  samples  of  ice  cream  obtained  from  the  two  small  ice 
cream  manufacturers  in  the  Borough  were  found  to  be  bacterio- 
logically  and  chemically  satisfactory. 

Seven  samples  of  ice  cream  manufactured  outside  the  Borough 
were  also  satisfactory. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963. 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district.  This 
fact  is  reported  in  compliance  with  paragraph  8  of  Circular  1/65 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  concerning  the  content  of  Annual 
Reports. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Sampling. 


248  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  of  these  eight  proved  unsatisfactory. 

Details  are  given  below: — 


Sample 
1  (Informal) 

1  (Informal) 

1  (Informal) 
1  (Informal) 

1  (Informal) 

1  (Informal) 

1  (Informal) 

1  (Informal) 


Nature 

Adulteration 

Action  Taken 

Salad  Dressing 

Oil  had  become 
rancid 

Warning  letter  sent 

Chicken  Capri 

Meat  content  slightly 
ly  below  minimum 
requirements 

Follow  -  up 
satisfactory 

sample 

Whipping  Cream 

Fat  content  slightly 
below  requirements 

Follow  -  up 
satisfactory 

samples 

Pork  Sausage 

Meat  content  slight¬ 
ly  below  recommen¬ 
ded  minimum 

Follow  -  up 
satisfactory 

sample 

Pork  Sausage 

Meat  content  slight¬ 
ly  below  recommen¬ 
ded  minimum 

Follow  -  up 
satisfactory 

sample 

Whipping  Cream 

Fat  content  below 
recommended  mini¬ 
mum 

Follow  -  up 
satisfactory 

samples 

Pork  Sausage 

Meat  content  slight¬ 
ly  below  recommen¬ 
ded  minimum 

Follow  -  up 
satisfactory 

samples 

Ham  &  Chicken 

Meat  content  below 

Follow  -  up 

sample 

Roll 

recommended  mini¬ 
mum 

satisfactory 

Details  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  during  the  year 


are  given  below: — 

Article  Sampled 

No.  of 
Samples 

Article  Sampled 

No.  of 
Samples 

Baking  Powder 

4 

Ham  Pie 

1 

Barley  Sugar 

1 

Ice  Cream 

11 

Beef  Curry 

1 

Jam 

8 

Beef  Sausage 

1 

Jelly 

2 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

2 

Jamaica  Rum 

1 

Bismuth  Lozenges  ... 

1 

Jungle  Juice 

1 

Blackcurrant  Pastilles 

1 

Lard 

3 

Butter 

4 

Lemon  Drink 

1 

Castor  Oil 

1 

Margarine 

4 

Calamine  Lotion 

2 

Macaroni  Cheese 

1 

Calcium  Lactate  Tablets 

1 

Marzipan 

3 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

Metholated  Balsam 

1 

Chocolate  Cereal  Cream 

1 

Mandarin  Oranges 

1 

Chicken  Capri 

1 

Milk 

...  54 

Chopped  Pork 

1 

Milk  Pudding 

1 

Chocolate  Biscuit  ... 

2 

Mincemeat 

2 

Cheese  Biscuits 

2 

Minced  Beef 

1 

Chocolate 

2 

Mini  Chips 

1 

Cheese  Spread 

4 

Mixed  Herbs 

2 

Chocolate  Mousse  ... 

1 

Mixed  Peel 

1 

Cough  Cures 

8 

Olive  Oil 

2 

Cold  Tablets 

3 

Orange  Drink 

2 

Coffee 

3 

Peanut  Butter 

1 

Corned  Beef 

1 

Pearl  Tapioca 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

2 

Cock  tain  Sausages  ... 

2 

Pork  Sausage 

8 

Crisps 

1 

Raisins 

1 

Curry  Powder 

2 

Sauce 

1 
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Articles  Sampled 

No.  of 
Samples 

Article  Sampled 

No.  of 
Samples 

Demerara  Sugar 

1 

Sandwich  Mix 

1 

Dried  Carrots 

1 

Salmon  Spread  ... 

1 

Epsom  Salts 

1 

Seasoning 

1 

Faggots 

1 

Salad  Dressing  ... 

1 

Fish  Cakes 

4 

Sherry 

1 

Fish  Paste 

3 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 

...  13 

Flavourings 

2 

Stoned  Dates 

1 

Flour 

1 

Stuffed  Pork  Roll 

2 

Fruit  (tinned) 

3 

Tonic  Yeast 

1 

Glycerine.  Lemon  &  Honey 

3 

Tomato  Juice 

2 

Grapefruit  Juice 

1 

Vito  Cee  Pellets 

1 

Gravy  Salt 

1 

Vinegar 

2 

Ground  Almonds 

3 

Whipping  Cream 

...  15 

Gin 

1 

White  Pepper 

1 

Halibut  Oil  Capsules 

1 

Whisky 

1 

Ham  and  Chicken  Roll 

4 

Total 

...  248 

Unsound  or  Unsatisfactory  Food  and  Containers. 

The  following  17  cases  of  unsound  or  unsatisfactory  food 
and/or  containers  were  reported  or  discovered  during  the  year. 

Details  of  these  samples  are  given  below  and  in  each  case  the 
decision  of  the  Council  is  given  as  to  action  to  be  taken.  The  five 
cases  where  prosecutions  were  authorised  are  given  first. 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Action  Taken 

1. 

Foreign  matter  in  loaf  of  bread  ... 

Firm  fined  £10. 

2. 

Beef  unfit  for  human  consumption 

Firm  fined  £25. 

3. 

Metallic  foreign  body  in  black  pudding 

Firm  fined  £10. 

4. 

Foreign  body  in  bottle  of  milk  ... 

Firm  fined  £10. 

5.  Mould  growth  in  milk  bottle  ... 

In  the  following  cases  the  Council  decided 
action: — 

Firm  fined  £5. 

to  take  no  formal 

6. 

Insect  in  a  tin  of  grapefruit 

No  action. 

7. 

Mould  in  a  loaf  of  bread  ... 

No  action. 

8. 

Dirty  milk  bottle  ... 

Warning  letter. 

9. 

Matchstick  in  a  pork  pie  ... 

Warning  letter. 

10. 

Grease  in  a  loaf  of  bread 

Warning  letter. 

11. 

Decomposing  chicken 

No  action 

12. 

Fly-blown  pre-packed  bacon  joint 

Warning  letter. 

13. 

Fly  in  potato  crisps 

Warning  letter. 

14. 

Dirty  milk  bottle  ... 

Warning  letter. 

15. 

Mouldy  pork  pie  ... 

Warning  letter. 

16. 

Fly  in  cheese 

No  action. 

17. 

Infested  crispbread  ... 

In  many  instances  where  complaints  are 

Warning  letter, 
made  to  this  Depart- 

ment  the  time  factor  involved  is  such  that  either  no  action  can  be 
taken  or  informal  action  only  can  be  considered.  As  an  illustra¬ 
tion  of  this,  in  case  1 1  above  it  was  found  that  this  pre-packed 
frozen  chicken  had  been  kept  in  a  pantry  in  its  wrappings  for  a 
considerable  time  after  purchase  before  preparing  it  for  cooking. 
All  other  chickens  in  the  shop  where  the  purchase  had  been  made 
were  found  to  be  fit. 

It  is,  of  course,  vitally  important  that  investigations  by  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Department  must  support  any  complaint  that  the  food 
was  unlit  at  the  time  of  purchase  and  that  unsuitable  storage,  etc., 
after  purchase,  has  not  been  involved. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 


I  give  below  the  usual  statistics  relating  to  this  subject. 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions 
Health  Inspectors). 

as  to  health 

Number 

on 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public 

Number  of 

Written  Occupiers 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 

7 

the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers’ 

199 

43 

16 

premises) 

11 

— 

— 

— 

217 

43 

16 

— 

2.  Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars  Found  Remedied 

(1)  (2)  (3) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(Section  6)  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (Section  7). 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  16  13 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes...  — 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  outwork)  ...  ...  —  — 


Number  of 
cases  in  which 
Referred  prosecutions 

T o  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(4)  (5)  (6) 


2 


17 


13 


2 


OUTWORK. 


Nature 

No.  of 
Out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Section  133 

No.  of 
cases 
of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 

Notices 

of  Work 

(1)  (c) 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

Served 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of 
paper 

1 

l 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

No  offensive  trade  nuisances  were  observed  during  the  year 
at  the  two  premises  in  the  Borough  but  in  one  case  an  incinerator 
was  installed  to  enable  soiled  and  greasy  sacks  to  be  disposed  of 
without  nuisance. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen’s  licences  issued  during  the  year 
was  five. 


AIR  POLLUTION. 

Improvements  in  Industrial  Pollution. 

Source  of 

Premises  Air  Pollution  Action  Taken 

Tube  Works  Burning  of  waste  material  Incinerator  installed. 

Animal  Food  Factory  Burning  of  greasy  sacks  Incinerator  installed. 

and  material 

Domestic  Smoke. 

The  alterations  to  the  heating  plant  at  the  Perryfields  Primary 
School  referred  to  under  this  heading  in  my  Annual  Report  for 
1963  were  completed  during  the  summer  of  1964  and  bituminous 
coal  is  now  burned  satisfactorily  in  the  smoke  control  area  in 
which  the  premises  are  situated. 

Six  contraventions  of  the  Cakemore  Smoke  Control  Order 
were  discovered  during  the  year,  but  as  they  were  all  first  offences 
warning  letters  only  were  sent  to  the  offenders,  with  the  desired 
result. 


Measurement  of  Pollution. 

The  figures  for  1964  for  grit  and  dust  emission,  sulphur 
dioxide  and  smoke,  are  given  in  the  following  tables: — 


Deposit  Gauges  (deposited  matter  in  tons/sq.  mite). 


1964 

Albright 

Perryfields 

Portway 

57  Floren 

Month 

School 

School 

Depot 

Road 

January 

22 

12.26 

— 

— 

February 

22 

14.52 

23.37 

21.13 

March 

30.6 

— 

18.17 

20.57 

April 

34.85 

23.26 

25.22 

33.06 

May 

52.39 

13.39 

17.48 

68.10 

June 

28.65 

19.23 

18.88 

23.88 

July 

38.09 

32.56 

17.71 

33.69 

August 

17.28 

15.4 

2.63 

18.96 

September 

16.06 

9.54 

13.61 

24.87 

October 

28.15 

11.13 

40.82 

55.26 

November 

28.46 

11.02 

26.38 

40.06 

December 

22.59 

18.19 

13.87 

37.54 

Totals 

...  341.12 

180.50 

218.14 

377.12 

Average 

28.43 

16.41 

19.83 

34  28 
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Lead  Peroxide  Instruments. 


(Weight  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected  in  mg/100  cm’.) 


1964 

Albright 

Langley 

Perryfields 

Rainfall 

Month 

School 

Park 

Schools 

in  ins. 

January 

4.77 

2.44 

2.73 

1.050 

February 

3.34 

4.15 

2.34 

0.930 

March 

— 

2.5 

2.32 

3.73 

April 

2.68 

1.73 

1.18 

1.54 

May 

3.49 

0.91 

0.86 

1.875 

June 

2.73 

1.10 

0.93 

2.96 

July 

2.62 

0.67 

0.80 

1.505 

August 

1.25 

0.15 

— 

2.710 

September 

3.47 

1.83 

1.05 

0.555 

October 

4.45 

1.62 

2.1 1 

1.380 

November 

5.57 

1.76 

2.13 

1.010 

December 

5.85 

2.55 

3.06 

2.530 

Totals 

40.22 

21.41 

19.51 

21.775 

Averages 

3.66 

1.78 

1.77 

1.815 

Daily  Volumetric  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  Apparatus. 

(Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  expressed  in  microgrammes  per  cu.m.) 

Smoke  Sulphur  Dioxide  Smoke/Sulphur 

1964 

Aver- 

Highest 

Aver 

Highest 

Dioxide 

Month 

age 

Day 

age 

Day 

Ratio 

January 

213 

590 

220 

831 

1.17 

February 

186 

446 

189 

406 

1.04 

March 

221 

407 

226 

474 

1.08 

April 

76 

304 

150 

289 

0.51 

May 

64 

110 

112 

228 

0.61 

June 

62 

149 

100 

158 

0.61 

July 

52 

150 

95 

158 

0.55 

August 

56 

130 

85 

142 

0.63 

September 

46 

96 

100 

192 

0.56 

October 

184 

600 

168 

288 

1.06 

November 

182 

303 

150 

266 

1.26 

December 

271 

720 

176 

329 

1.43 

Average 

134 

334 

148 

313 

0.87 

1959  Average 

163 

433 

152 

375 

— 

The  figures  for  the  first  full  year  when  recordings  of  Smoke 
and  Sulphur  Dioxide  commenced  (1959)  are  given  at  the  foot  of 
those  same  readings  for  the  year  now  being  dealt  with,  and  it  is 
encouraging  to  note  that  the  average  figures  for  1964  are  lower 
than  they  were  in  1959. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  sewers  in  the  district  were  treated  for  the  second  year 
with  a  fluoracetamide  rodenlicide  by  a  private  firm  under  the 
supervision  of  an  Inspector  of  the  Department.  This  is  proving  to 
be  a  most  satisfactory  method  of  control  and  it  is  proposed  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  this  type  of  treatment  in  future  years. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests’  Act,  1949. 

Type  of  Property 


t 

—  Non- Agricultural  - 

\ 

Dwelling 

All 

Houses 

Other 

Total 

{incl. 

( incl . 

of 

Local 

Council 

Business 

Cols.  (1) 

Agri- 

Authority 

Houses ) 

Premises ) 

(2)  &  (3) 

cultural 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

1. 

Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  district 

41 

16.852 

1,335 

18.228 

— 

2. 

Total  number  of  properties 

inserted  as  a  result  of 
notification 

23 

308 

88 

419 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by:  — 

Common  Rat — Major  . . . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Minor  ... 

1 

255 

54 

310 

— 

Ship  Rat — Major  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  Mouse — Major  . . . 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

Minor  . . . 

10 

40 

30 

80 

— 

3. 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  in  the  course  of  survey 
under  the  Act  ... 

29 

29 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by:  — 

Common  Rat — Major  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  . . . 

— 

18 

— 

18 

— 

Ship  Rat — Major  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  Mouse — Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  ... 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

4. 

Total  number  of  properties 
otherwise  inspected  (e.g.  when 
visited  for  some  other  purpose) 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by :  — 

31 

621 

387 

1,039 

— 

Common  Rat — Major  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  ... 

1 

14 

9 

24 

— 

Ship  Rat — Major  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  Mouse — Major  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  . . . 

5 

19 

23 

47 

— 

5. 

Total  inspections  carried  out, 
including  re-inspections 

89 

1,128 

515 

1,732 

— 

6. 

Number  of  infested  properties 
(in  Sections  II,  III  &  IV) 
treated  by  the  Local  Authority 

20 

351 

116 

487 

_ 

7. 

Total  treatments  carried  out, 
including  re-treatments 

23 

372 

119 

514 

— 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 — (cont.) 


Local 

Authority 


(1) 

8.  Number  of  notices  served  under 
Section  4  of  the  Act:  — 

(a)  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Structural  Works  (e.g. 

Proofing)  ...  ...  ...  — 

9.  Number  of  cases  in  which  de¬ 

fault  action  was  taken  following 
the  issue  of  a  notice  under 

Section  4  of  the  Act  ...  ...  — 


Type  of  Property 
Non-Agricultural - 


Dwelling 

All  other 

Total  of 

Agricul¬ 

Houses 

(inch 

Cols.  (1) 

tural 

{incl. 

Business 

(2)  and  (3) 

Council 

Premises) 

Houses) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

10.  Legal  Proceedings 

11.  Number  of  “Block”  control 
schemes  carried  out 


NOISE  ABATEMENT. 

A  number  of  complaints  of  excessive  noise  were  received  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  and  upon  investigation  informal  action  has  provided 
a  satisfactory  remedy. 

The  most  outstanding  noise  nuisance  in  the  Borough  is,  of 
course,  that  arising  from  the  drop  forging  factory  in  the  Broadwell 
Road  area. 

The  Noise  Consultant’s  Report  envisaged  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1963  was  not  in  fact  received  until  April,  1964.  After 
detailed  consideration  of  this  report  a  meeting  with  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  firm  was  held  in  July,  following  which  most  of  the 
openings  were  sealed  as  recommended  by  the  consultants.  This 
produced  a  ventilation  problem  of  some  magnitude. 

Further  consultations  with  the  Council’s  consultants  brought 
additional  suggestions  which  were  claimed  to  be  quite  impractic¬ 
able  by  the  firm. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
finally  decided  to  take  Counsel’s  opinion  on  the  problem  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  now  under  review  this  opinion  was  still  awaited. 

I  think  the  above  record  of  what  was  done  about  this  nuisance 
in  1964,  despite  the  engaging  of  expert  advice  in  the  way  of  Con¬ 
sultants,  amply  illustrates  the  difficulty  of  this  vexing  problem,  one 
by  no  means  peculiar  to  Oldbury. 


CANAL  BOATS. 

Six  canal  boats  remained  on  this  Authority’s  register  for  the 
year  and  no  applications  were  received  for  new  registrations. 
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VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Ten  treatments  to  infested  premises  were  necessary  during  the 
year,  and  of  these,  six  were  to  municipal  dwellings. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS. 

Twelve  bacteriological  and  12  chemical  samples  of  water 
from  the  two  pools  at  the  Vicarage  Road  municipal  swimming 
baths  were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

The  three  pet  shops  in  the  district  were  inspected  during  the 
year,  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  licences  issued  for  1964. 

STAFF. 

There  was  a  number  of  changes  in  the  staff  of  the  Department 
during  the  year. 

One  rather  unusual  vacancy  occurred  when  Mr.  E.  N.  James, 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  left  on  the  31st  July  and  re¬ 
turned  to  work  in  the  Department  on  the  27th  November.  Another 
Inspector,  Mr.  C.  C.  Wilkes,  also  left  on  the  31st  July  but  did  not 
return  and  his  replacement,  Mr.  C.  D.  Whitehouse,  did  not  com¬ 
mence  until  the  1st  December.  The  Department  was  therefore 
two  Inspectors  short  for  four  months  or  so,  which  together  with  the 
one  other  vacancy  which  existed  for  the  whole  year,  did  cause  no 
little  embarrassment  during  the  late  summer  and  autumn  particu¬ 
larly. 

Fortunately  the  Council  were  able  to  recruit  three  Pupil  In¬ 
spectors,  one  of  whom  very  quickly  resigned  and  left. 

One  of  these  pupils,  Mr.  A.  N.  Adams,  had  already  passed  his 
intermediate  examinations  and  consequently  was  able  to  help  out 
to  some  degree  on  the  less  exacting  duties.  The  other  pupil.  Miss 
P.  W.  Jones,  had  the  distinction,  if  one  can  so  term  it,  of  being  the 
very  first  female  pupil  ever  to  enter  my  Department. 

On  the  clerical  side  Miss  B.  Spittle  commenced  work  as  a 
Shorthand  Typist  in  the  Department  on  the  17th  February,  replac¬ 
ing  Miss  V.  Wallace  who  had  left  towards  the  end  of  1963. 

The  Junior  Clerk  in  the  Department,  Miss  V.  Swallow,  left  in 
May  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  J.  Walters  in  July. 

This  year,  therefore,  brought  more  changes  in  the  staff  than  I, 
personally,  can  remember  in  33  years. 
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CONCLUSION. 

I  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Health  Committee  and  my  colleagues  in  other  Departments  for 
their  help  in  the  many  problems  associated  with  the  work  of  the 
Department  during  the  year. 

My  special  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  his  kindly  interest  in  the  many  problems 
that  arose  during  the  year,  and  for  his  help  so  freely  given  at  all 
times,  very  often  when  other  more  pressing  personal  matters  re¬ 
quired  his  attention. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  staff  of  my  own  Department  for  their  work  during  the  year, 
particularly  the  staff  working  in  the  Department  when  vacancies 
existed.  There  is  no  better  test  of  anyone’s  true  value  than  when 
a  person  is  expected  to  do  his  or  her  own  job  and.  at  the  same  time, 
do  some  additional  work  arising  from  the  absence  or  non-avail¬ 
ability  of  other  staff.  There  was  inevitably  some  delay  in  dealing 
with  certain  matters  but  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  with  the 
exception  of  slum  clearance,  no  branch  of  our  work  suffered  un¬ 
duly  under  all  the  circumstances. 

Finally  I  must  also  refer  to  the  unfortunate  death  of  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  H.  Tabbush,  at  the  end  of  the  year.  He 
and  I  worked  together  for  many  years  towards  a  common  goal 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  place  on  record  that  at  no  time  did 
we  have  any  serious  difference  of  opinion  about  those  aspects  of 
our  work  where  we  had  a  common  interest. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  J.  MASON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Municipal  Buildings,  Oldbury. 
November,  1965. 


NOTE — As  in  previous  years,  a  separate  Annual  Report  will 
be  published  later  on  the  Public  Cleansing  Service,  for 
which  I  am  also  responsible. 


VA  v 


